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INTRODUCTION 

 

The aim of the guide is to activate students' knowledge of commonly confused 

words in the English language.  

It consists of 2 parts: theoretical and practical. First part includes informative 

tables with comparisons of confusing word pairs which students may encounter. With 

its help they will understand differences within sets of commonly confused English 

words, recognize examples of the words being used correctly and incorrectly and will 

use the correct words in sentences, rather than commonly confused alternatives 

Practical part consists of a lot of exercises where students should choose the 

correct words to complete sentences. It will reflect on student’s strengths and 

weaknesses when choosing appropriate English vocabulary.  

Self-learning guide is intended for Beginner and Intermediate-level international 

students. It can be used in English classes, as well as during self-work of international 

students. 
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1. CONFUSING VERBS  

In the English language there are many tricky words that make people confused 

because they may look alike, sound alike, or both sound and look alike. However 

similar these words seem, they may have different meanings. These words are called 

easily confused words (or confusing words). There are four types of confusing words:  

1. Words that have the same pronunciation but different spellings and meanings: 

right/write, sea/see, wear/where, there/their. 

2. Words that have identical spellings, but different meanings and pronunciation: 

minute [ˈmɪnɪt] - 60 seconds; minute [mʌɪˈnjuːt] - extremely small. 

3. Words that have the same pronunciation and spelling but different meanings: 

lie – untruth/lie down; cool - low temperature/stylish. 

4. Words that have nearly the same meaning (not identical) but different 

spellings and pronunciation: among/between, say/tell, shade/shadow. 

Nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives and prepositions can be easily confused in 

English. In order not to make a mistake in translation or usage, it is necessary to 

understand which word is appropriate in a certain context. Considering the shades of 

meaning and subtle differences between them can help to select the one that will 

convey the right idea to the adressee.  

Below there are some verbs that can be easily confused. 

1. Accept / Except 

Accept [əkˈsept]  Except [ikˈsept] 

 To accept is to take something that 

someone offers you; to agree. 

Verb to except means ‘to exclude’. 

Preposition except means ‘but not’, 

‘everything but’. 

E. g. She accepted my gift with gratitude (= to take smth). 

       They offered me a job and I accepted (= to agree).  

       He was excepted from the meeting (= to be excluded). 

       I like all vegetables except broccoli (= but not). 

 

2. Assure / Ensure 



6 
 

Assure [əˈʃʊə]  Ensure [ɪnˈʃʊə] 

 To assure is to tell someone that 

something is definitely true, especially 

so they do not worry. 

To ensure is to make sure it happens, to 

guarantee it. 

E. g. Jane assured me that my performance was awesome.  

        Mr. Tailor assured him that his suit would be ready the next day. 

        These blankets ensure that you’ll be warm enough. 

        The airline is taking steps to ensure safety on its aircraft. 

 

3. Bare / Bear 

Bare [beə]   Bear [beə] 

To bare is to uncover something and 

show it. 

To bear is: 

– to deal with a painful, difficult, or 

upsetting situation; 

– to carry or to hold something up. 

E. g.  The tiger bared its teeth.          

         In summer, she always bares her shoulders.  

         The pain was more than I could bare. 

         The wedding guests arrived, bearing gifts. 

 

4. Been to / Gone to 

Been to  Gone to 

Been to is used for completed visits; 

the person has visited a place and has 

already returned. 

Gone to is used for unfinished visits; the 

person has visited a place and not yet 

returned. 

E. g.  Sarah has been to the supermarket, so the fridge is full. 

         Where’s Dora?- She’s gone to Kyiv for a few days, she’ll be back next week. 

         Jamie had gone to the gym so he didn’t see the fire in the kitchen. 

 

5. Brake / Break 
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Brake [breɪk]  Break [breɪk] 

To brake means to slow down or stop 

your vehicle by using this mechanism. 

To break is to damage and separate into 

pieces; to disobey a rule or law 

E. g.  When it's icy, brake gently. 

         He had to brake suddenly to avoid a cat in the road. 

         Don’t lean on the window like that – you’ll break it! 

         If you break the rules, you will be punished. 

 

6. Borrow / Lend 

Borrow  Lend 

To borrow is to get something from 

someone. 

To lend is to give something to someone. 

E. g.  I want to borrow a book from you (= to get). 

         English has borrowed words from many languages. 

         Will you please lend me a pen? (= to give) 

         The hospital agreed to lend a wheelchair to a patient. 

 

7. Conform / Confirm 

Conform [kənˈfɔːm]  Confirm [kənˈfɜːm] 

Conform is to obey a law or rule, or to 

accept someone’s authority. 

Confirm is to show that something is 

definitely true, especially by providing 

more proof. 

E. g.   The products cannot be sold until they conform to national safety guidelines. 

          When he was in the military, he conformed to the strict army rules. 

          To confirm my disease I need to do some blood tests.           

          Could you confirm the dates we discussed? 

 

 

 

8. Check / Control 
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Check  Control 

To check means to inspect and examine 

something to make sure that it is 

correct, safe or acceptable.  

To control is to be able to make 

people/things do what you want, to rule 

someone's actions or behavior. 

E. g. Engineers checked the engine (= to examine). 

        Check the oil in your car once a month. 

        Some things in life can’t be controlled (= to rule smth or smb). 

        New teacher often find it difficult to control the class.  

 

9. Deny / Refuse 

Deny  Refuse 

To deny is to say that something is not 

true, especially something that you are 

accused of. 

To refuse is to say that you will not do or 

accept something. 

E. g.   He denied that he was guilty. 

           Students denied breaking the window. 

           I offered her a piece of cake, but she refused it. 

          He refused to accept the gift. 

 

10. Discover / Invent 

Discover  Invent 

To discover is the action of finding 

something new, or previously 

unknown. 

To invent means to create, design or 

develop something that has never existed. 

E. g.   Police discovered 500 pounds of dynamite in the house. 

           The planet Pluto was discovered in 1930.     

         Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1876. 

          I didn't invent the story - everything I told you is true. 

 

11.  Emigrate / Immigrate 
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Emigrate Immigrate 

To immigrate is to come to a new 

country or region to live there. 

To emigrate is to leave a country or    

region to live somewhere else. 

E. g.  Sally immigrated to Poland in 2011. 

         When did you immigrate to our country?      

         My grandparents emigrated from Europe in the 1956 to settle in America. 

        There is no need for them to emigrate to make money. 

 

12.  End / Finish 

End Finish 

If an event, activity, or story ends, it 

stops happening. 

To finish is to complete the last part of 

something that you are doing. It is also 

used with organized meeting, party, or 

lesson, especially when saying what time 

it ends. 

E. g.  World War II ended in 1945. 

         How does the movie end? 

         You can’t watch TV until you’ve finished your homework. 

         The lesson will finish at 2 o’clock.  

 

13.  Expand / Expend 

Expand [ɪkˈspænd]  Expend [ɪkˈspend] 

Expand means to become larger in size, 

number or importance. 

Expend means to use or spend something, 

especially time, effort, or money. 

E. g.   The technology industry has expanded greatly over the last 10 years. 

          I bought a cafe and desired to expand the business. 

          Beth has expended huge amounts of money to build her dream house. 

          We expended too much time on this project.           

 

14.  Hope / Expect 
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Hope  Expect 

We use hope when we would like 

something to happen. There is an 

emotional reason for hoping for 

something. 

We use expect when we believe something 

will happen. There is a logical reason for 

expecting something, such as a schedule, 

trend, or habit. 

E. g.   I hope his flight is not late. I’m so excited to see him. 

          I hope we don’t have a lot of snow tomorrow. I need to drive to Boston. 

          We are expecting a big snowstorm tomorrow. 

          Her flight is expected to arrive at 4 p.m.. 

 

15.  Imply / Infer 

Imply  Infer 

To imply means to suggest something 

without actually saying it. 

To infer means to form an opinion or 

guess  because of the information that you 

have. 

! The main difference between these two words is that a speaker can imply, but a 

listener can only infer. 

E. g.  His chief implied that he was going to fire him. 

         However, she told me she was fine, her expression implied that she was lying. 

         When his chief calls him, he infers from his angry tone that he is in trouble. 

         She told me she was fine, but I infered that she was lying based on her frown. 

 

16.  Lay / Lie 

Lay  Lie 

To lay means: 

- to put an object down on a surface, or 

to put something in a place of rest. 

- to produce eggs. 

To lie means: 

- the act of telling that false statement 

 -  to have a rest in a horizontal position. 

E. g. I will lay the documents on your desk when I finish them (= to put down). 
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        Our chicken lays one egg per day (= to produce eggs). 

        My mother tells me that I should never lie (= to tell an untruth). 

        Lois is going to lie down after school because she is very tired (= to have a       

rest on a bed). 

 

17.  Learn / Study 

Learn  Study 

To learn means to get knowledge or 

skills by studying, through experience 

or by having someone teach you (at 

school, university).  Learn is used 

when we talk about practical skills. 

 Study means spending time learning 

about an academic subject, especially 

using books, or at a university. Study 

emphasises the process of getting 

theoretical knowledge. 

E. g.  I learned how to cook when I was a teenager (= practical skill). 

         My sister is learning to play the piano now. 

         I studied Biology at the university (= theoretical knowledge). 

         Students have to study very hard to pass the exam. 

 

18.  Listen / Hear 

Listen  Hear 

Listen is to pay attention to someone or 

something in order to hear something 

or somebody. It is an active action. 

 Hear is used for sounds that come to our 

ears, without necessarily trying to hear 

them. It is a passive action.  

E. g.   Yesterday, I listened to BBC podcasts (= pay attention to). 

          They were listening carefully, while the teacher was giving the instructions.  

           She just doesn't hear what I'm telling her (= with no paying attention to). 

            I am listening to you, but I can’t hear you! The music is too loud. 

 

 

 

19.  Look / Look like 
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Look  Look like 

We use look when we want to talk 

about how something or someone 

appears. 

We use look like to compare the 

appearance of two things or people or to 

say our opinion about how somebody or 

something looks 

E. g.   He looks scared. 

          She looks sick. 

          They look like brothers, but they are not. 

          This food looks like meat, but it is tofu. 

 

20. Miss / Lose 

Miss  Lose 

Use miss: 

– to be too late for something; 

– when you feel sad because 

someone or something is not 

there; 

– to fail to hit or catch an object that 

is close to you; 

– to not go somewhere or do 

something, especially when you 

want to but cannot. 

Use lose: 

– when you can’t find someone or 

something; 

– with games and competitions to 

mean the opposite of win; 

– when you have less of something, or 

don’t have something anymore. 

 

 

E. g. You’re going to miss the train! 

         Every time she missed the ball she became more angry.    

         I’m absolutely starving – I missed lunch. 

        Yesterday I lost my wallet. 

        Manchester City lost the match against Liverpool. 

        You’re looking slim. Have you lost weight? 

 

21.  Rise / Raise 
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Raise  Rise 

To raise means to lift something to a 

higher position, place or level. It 

requires a subject.  

To rise means to go up, stand up, or get 

out of bed. It doesn't require an object. 

! To raise is to do the action to something else,  

                                        to rise is to do the action by yourself. 

E. g.   Please, raise your hand if you have a question (= smb raises smth). 

          He raised a heavy box above his head (= smb raises smth). 

          Dan rises very early in the morning (= by himself). 

          The sun rises every morning (= by itself).  

 

22.  Remember / Remind 

Remember  Remind 

To remember is to have some 

information in your memory. 

To remind is to make someone remember 

something, or remember to do something. 

E. g.  I don’t remember his home address. 

Just as the door closed he remembered that his keys were inside the house. 

Could you remind me his home address?  

Remind me to buy some bread on my way home.  

 

23.  Rob / Steal  

Rob  Steal 

To take money or property illegally 

from a place, organization, or person. 

To take something without the permission 

of its owner. 

Rob focuses on the place or person from which the thing is taken;  

steal focuses on the thing that is taken. 

E. g. My wallet's gone! I've been robbed! 

He robbed a bank. 

The number of cars which are stolen every year has risen. 



14 
 

I caught him trying to steal my bike.  

 

24.  Say / Tell 

Say  Tell 

To say is to tell someone about a fact, 

thought, or opinion using your voice. 

You say something. 

Tell is used only to instruct or inform, and 

when the receiver of the information is 

included as an object of the verb. 

You tell somebody something. 

E. g.     He said that he lived in London. 

            She said that she was a teacher (= say smth). 

            She told me that she was a teacher (= tell smb smth) 

            Has she told you the good news, yet? 

 

25.  See / Look 

See  Look 

To see is to notice with the eyes. To look is to direct the eyes in order to 

see. 

E. g.  Turn the light on so I can see. 

         I see many people in the park every evening. 

         Look at the bird in the sky. 

         Sam was looking out of the window. 

 

26.  Shut / Close 

Shut  Close 

To lock someone/something 

somewhere, inside something.  

To look is to direct the eyes in order to 

see. 

Shut and close are interchangeable when we speak about: doors,  

windows, eyes, mouth, shops, banks, stores, etc. Shut sometimes has a feeling of 

doing something quickly and firmly, whereas close sounds more careful. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/tell
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/fact
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/thought_1
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/opinion
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E. g.  He always shuts the documents in the safe. 

         He shut the door with a loud noise. 

         Would you mind if I closed the window?    

          He closed the door gently, so as not to wake the children. 

 

27. Stay / Remain 

Stay  Remain 

To stay means to live for a short time 

as a guest or a visitor. 

To remain means to continue to exist 

when everything or everyone else has 

gone, to continue to be in the same state. 

E. g.  When your ankle arrives, she will stay in your room (= for a short period). 

          We stayed at a luxury hotel, and we remained there after our friends left.  

          Girls remained at home while boys went out. 

          Not many figs have remained on the tree. 

 

28. Steal / Steel 

Steal [stiːl]  Steel [stil] 

To steal means to take something that 

belongs to someone else. 

To steel is to prepare yourself to be able 

to do something unpleasant or difficult. 

E. g.    A scientist was accused of stealing ideas from his former student. 

          Designers know that someone is always going to try to steal their ideas.  

          He steeled himself to jump out of the cliff. 

          I steeled myself for the tragic news. 

 

29. Wander / Wonder  

Wander [ˈwɒndə]  Wonder [ˈwʌndə] 

To walk around in a relaxed way or 

without any clear purpose or direction. 

To feel surprised; to ask yourself 

questions. 

E. g. I’ll wander around the office for an hour. 
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         She was found wandering the streets of Chicago. 

         I wonder if I’ll recognize Sam after 10 years. 

         When did he last brush his teeth, she wondered. 

 

30. Wear / Carry  

Wear  Carry 

To have something on your body (e.g. 

clothes, sunscreen, glasses, jewellery or 

make-up). 

To take something/someone from one 

place to another or to take something with 

you everywhere you go. 

E. g. What do you usually wear to go to university? 

          I like wearing trendy clothes. 

         She carries a bottle of water with her every day. 

         Why do you carry so heavy rucksack 
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2. EXERCISES  

 

1. Complete the following sentences with accept or except in the correct   

form. 

a) Please ____________ this pot of grandmother’s soup. 

b) I'll ____________ no presents from you. 

c) Sam could do anything ____________ earn money. 

d) When I say I didn’t like European countries, I ____________ France.  

e) All the boys went to play football ____________ Alex. 

f) She could not ____________ my invitation. 

g) I offered her an apology, but she wouldn't ____________ it. 

h) I will ____________ your gift if you let me pay for my lunch. 

i) Materials used in farming are ____________ from sales and use tax. 

 

2. Complete the following sentences with assure or ensure in the correct 

form. 

a) He  ____________ us that he will come on time. 

b) To ____________ the safety of my home, I have installed an alarm system. 

c)  Hard work will ____________ your good results. 

d) She  ____________ us that the money would be paid. 

e) Let me ____________ you that I will come home  at 8.pm. 

f) Winning the competition ____________ our happiness. 

g) He ____________ us that the surgery was successful.  

h) A boy saved some pocket money to ____________ he could buy gifts for his 

family on Christmas day. 

i) Recent regulatory policies ___________  that carbon emissions are decreasing. 

 

3. Complete the following sentences with bare or bear in the correct form. 

a) I don't like pineapple. I can't _____________ the taste. 
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b) That bridge doesn't look very strong. How can it __________ the weight of all 

those cars? 

c) When children run around, the dog often ___________ its teeth. 

d) When people go to the doctor, they often have to ____________ part of their 

bodies so that the doctor can look at them. 

e) I cannot ____________ the way she looks at you. 

f) It's a fantastic restaurant if you can _________ its prices.  

g) The men ____________ their heads as they entered the church. 

h) At Easter the family arrive at the house____________ gifts. 

i) He couldn't ____________ to see the cat in pain. 

 

4. Complete the following sentences with been to or gone to in the correct 

form.  

a) Joe has _________ Italy many times, in fact he is going again in summer. 

b) I’ve ________ Turkey four times. 

c) Patrick isn’t here, he’s ________ work. 

d) Ben has never _______ the beach before. 

e) Julia had ________ the gym so she is not at home yet. 

f) I've never _________ Australia, but I hope to visit it this winter. 

g) Have you ever _________ the UK? 

h) George has _________ the post office but he won’t be long. You can wait for 

him, if you like. 

i)  Helena has never __________ China before so she’s very excited about the trip. 

 

5. Complete the following sentences with brake or break in the correct 

form. 

a) My father’s glasses ____________ when he sat on them. 

b) I can’t imagine myself riding a bicycle with no _________ at a high speed. 

c) Kate had to _________ sharply to avoid a bicycle turning in front of him. 

d) People shouldn't ______ the law.  



19 
 

e) If you ________ something in this shop, you have to pay for it. 

f) When it's icy, __________ gently. 

g) I suppose I've __________ your mirror. 

h) I dropped the glass and it ___________ into small pieces. 

i) Michael is always __________ things. 

 

6. Complete the following sentences with borrow or lend in the correct 

form. 

a. Where is the kettle? – I _________ it to our friends two days ago. 

b. I forgot all my money. Can you _________ me £20?  

c. My parents ____________ our tent for a couple of days. 

d. Can I ________ your book? 

e. English ___________ many words from French.  

f. My sister Sally often __________ me her dresses for parties. 

g. Sarah and Peter want to buy a car. They are looking to _________ from a bank. 

h. I have lost the pen you __________ me yesterday. I am so sorry. 

i. She never __________ money to friends.  

 

7. Complete the following sentences with conform or confirm in the correct 

form. 

a) I will have to ____________ the appointment  by next morning. 

b) Any building constructed must ___________ with the standards. 

c) When we book a hotel, we need to ____________the dates of our stay. 

d) When we are at school, we must _________ to school uniforms. 

e) ___________ your attendance at our birthday party by sending the message.  

f) At my new job, I should wear  black and white colours in order to 

___________to the company dress code. 

g) When I was a child, I wanted to be different. I didn't want to ___________. 

h) The weather report ___________ that tomorrow there will be foggy. 

i) Can you ___________ the spelling of your surname? 
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8. Complete the following sentences with check or control in the correct 

form. 

a) Before you leave ___________ the bus schedule. I suppose the bus doesn’t run 

on Saturdays. 

b) Kate can’t see very well. So tomorrow she will ___________her eyes. 

c) She is trying to _____________ her weight by keeping a special diet.  

d) I cannot _________ my emotions. I always want to cry. 

e) Sally  ___________   her hair in the mirror every 10 minutes. 

f) I need to _________ my body temperature in the morning. 

g) The finance committee _________ the collage's budget. 

h) The teacher should _________ the class. 

i) After I'd finished the exam, I immediately __________ my answers. 

 

9. Complete the following sentences with deny or refuse in the correct form. 

a. My younger brother __________ my offer of help. 

b. A student _________ to do the homework. 

c. Do you _________ that you broke the vase? 

d. Lora _______ that she saw him. 

e. I offered her a сup of coffee but she politely _________ it. 

f. The guards were accused of ___________the prisoners food and water. 

g. In winter my car always __________ to start. 

h. I will not__________that this year has been difficult for the country. 

i. The Prime Minister _________ rumors during a press conference. 

 

10. Complete the following sentences with discover or invent in the correct 

form. 

a) Columbus __________ America. 

b) It's not known who first _________ the wheel. 

c) I ________ reasons for never seeing him again. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/car
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/start
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/year
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d) Who __________ the radio? 

e) Yesterday my friend __________ a new way to the library. 

f) Two weeks ago my grandparents ____________ the Internet! Now they are 

surfing it for hours. 

g) Copy Machine ____________ by James Watt in  the 1780s. 

h) The missing bunch of keys ____________ under the sofa. 

i) Teenagers often __________ excuses for their misbehaviour. 

 

11.  Complete the following sentences with emigrate or immigrate in the 

correct form. 

a)  When you ___________ you leave your country in order to live in another 

country. 

b)  When you ___________ you come to live in a country that is not your own. 

c) If Dan was living in Egypt, but now lives in Italy, so he ___________ to Italy. 

d) If Lisa was living in Canada, but now lives in Spain, so she __________from 

Canada.  

e) When did you __________ from Turkey? 

f) They ____________ to France for a better life. 

g) His family ________ to Canada after the war. 

h) Millions of people _________ every year. 

 

12.  Complete the following sentences with end or finish in the correct 

form. 

a) She ________ art courses when she was 19. 

b) She _________ her awful performance in a good way.  

c) Don’t interrupt me. Let me ________ what I'm saying! 

d) Have you ___________ your scientific project?  

e) How did the tragic story ________? 

f) Sadly their marriage of 35 years ___________ in divorce. 

g)  He always__________ his work at the same time every day. 
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h) The meeting will be ________ at 7 o’clock. 

i) The school year ________ in May. 

 

13.  Complete the following sentences with expand or expend in the 

correct form. 

a) I am going to __________ short video into a movie.  

b) You have to _________ a lot of time on the homework.  

c) I want to __________ my vocabulary. 

d) Balloons _________ when you blow into them. 

e) Shops continue to _________ the variety of products. 

f) He ________ all his energy fixing up a car. 

g) The restaurant wants to __________ its business by inviting  a Michelin-starred 

chef.  

h) It’s a fact that we consume more energy than we__________. 

i) A lot of time and money has been __________ on decorating the Christmas tree. 

 

14.  Complete the following sentences with hope or expect in the correct 

form. 

a) How will we go to the show tonight? By car, let's ________ we can find a 

parking space! 

b) I'm leaving this evening, I must see a new customer. I _________ to be back 

within a week. 

c) I don't know if this machine will work, but we can always ________.  

d) You have failed your exam! You will do better next time, never lose________. 

e) Although I really want our team to win the match I _________ it will lose again. 

f) Are you going to the party dressed like that? If you ________ me to wear a tie, 

you can forget it. 

g) She is __________ an important phone call in 10 minutes. 

h) I _________ I'll arrive on time at the airport or I'll miss my flight. 

i) I _________ you don't expect her to give you money. 
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15. Complete the following sentences with imply or infer in the correct 

form. 

a) When someone _______ something, they are receiving information. 

b) Based on the tone of her voice, I can _________ that she's extremely happy. 

c) He is afraid to say it directly, so instead he _________ it. 

d) The lady _________ that she is sad by telling people she wants stay alone. 

e) He sometimes _________ the wrong things because he is bad at deduction. 

f) Are you __________ that I am envious? 

g) Should I __________ that she is leaving the country? 

h) Would you like a mint gum? Are you__________that have bad breath? 

i) The reader can easily __________ the end of the book. 

 

16. Complete the following sentences with lay or lie in the correct form. 

a) The workers are ____________ new linoleum in the kitchen now. 

b) __________ the table for six people, please. 

c) The dog is ___________ on the chair. 

d) Please __________ the papers on Mr. Walker's desk. 

e) I often __________ down for a nap before dinner after I get home from work. 

f) Did you get that tan from __________ in the sun? 

g) He has never__________ to his mother. He is an honest truthful boy. 

h) How many eggs were__________ by the hens last month? 

i) I have __________ the book on your desk.  

 

17. Complete the following sentences with learn or study in the correct 

form. 

a) To _________ means to get some knowledge or skill by studying or by being 

taught. 

b) My sister was ___________ to play the piano. 

c) Ann has always liked medicine; now she is __________to be a doctor. 
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d) John went to Paris to ___________ Art. 

e) She got the driver’s license very quickly, because she has _________ to drive 

in 2 months. 

f) I prefer to ___________ in the library, because of complete silence.  

g) My cousin is hoping to ________ law at Harvard. 

h) Where did you ________ to cook? 

i) She has been _________ hard for exams. She has also been working as a 

waitress at night. 

 

18. Complete the following sentences with listen or hear in the correct 

form. 

a) The postman ________ the dog bark. He didn’t expect that! 

b) It's easier to relax when you're ____________ to some calm music! 

c) I think I __________ someone talking in the living room.  

d) Harry, stop talking on the phone please. I'm ________ the news. 

e) I can't ________ you. My mom is vacuuming at the moment. 

f) _________ ! There's someone at the door. 

g) Can you speak a little louder? I can't _________ you. 

h) Students should be attentive and _________ to the teacher. 

i) She didn’t __________ the bell because she was watching a movie. 

 

19.   Complete the following sentences with look or look like in the correct 

form.  

a) You _________ you are getting sick. 

b) What a beautiful dress! You _________ a princess.  

c) The dog _______ scary, but it is nice. 

d) He __________ a high school student. 

e) The tasks _________ too difficult. 

f) He ________ exhausted. 

g) They _________ brothers. 
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h) Are you OK? You _________ pale. 

i) She didn't say anything but she __________ furious. 

20.  Complete the following sentences with miss or lose in the correct 

form.  

a) We ________ the game 4:2. 

b) My sister wants to _______ her  weight.  

c) He ________ the bus every day.  

d) He is sick and will ________ a month of school. 

e) Sarah ________ her balance and fell. 

f) When will I see you? I _________ you so much. 

g) I __________ the last episode of my favourite TV series. 

h) Sorry, I ________ that, could you repeat it please? 

i) I hope he doesn't _________ his job. 

 

21.   Complete the following sentences with rise or raise in the correct 

form. 

a) The landlord __________ my rent. 

b) That heating discussion ________ my interest. 

c) If you want to ask something, please _________ your hand. 

d) When sea level ________ it may cause problems. 

e) I couldn't _________ my eyes from that book. 

f) The sun always _________ in the east. 

g) She had to _________ my voice to be heard over the noise in the classroom. 

h) I _________ at 5 a.m to do some exercises. 

i) Leave the dough in the warm place to__________. 

 

22.  Complete the following sentences with remember or remind in the 

correct form. 

a) I can ___________ people's faces, but not their names. 

b) Please ___________ me to lock the door when we leave! 
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c) Could you ___________  me about dinner on Friday? 

d)  Now I  __________ why I didn't call him  yesterday. 

e) __________  me to call my boss after the meeting, please. 

f) He suddenly ____________ that his keys were in the car. 

g) Try to ___________ where you put your passport. 

h) Thanks for ____________ me. I totally forgot. 

i) Sally _________ me of her mother. They look so alike. 

 

23. Complete the following sentences with rob or steal in the correct form. 

a) Who _________ the secret documents from my safe? 

b) I have been ________! 

c) He ________ all my money. 

d) Robin Hood _________ the rich. 

e) Our local post office was _________ early on Tuesday morning. 

f) Our car was _________ from outside our house last week. 

g) They broke into cars to ________ the radios. 

h) He’d ________ the flowers from our garden. 

i) Two men tried to ________ him as he left the restaurant. 

 

24.  Complete the following sentences with say or tell in the correct form. 

a) He _______ his name was Tom. 

b) He _______ me that teacher cancelled the lesson.  

c) The teacher _________ he would ask ten question in the exam. 

d) I am so surprised! I can't believe Sally _________ that. 

e) Jim ________ me everything about the party last night. 

f) She didn't _______ anything about that situation.  

g) How do you ________ ‘goodbye’ in Ukrainian? 

h) Can you_________ me how to get to the bank? 

i) _________ me about your future profession. 
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25.  Complete the following sentences with see or look in the correct form. 

a) Can you _________ at the clock and tell me what time it is. 

b) The fog  was terrible. I couldn’t ________ anything. 

c) I can't _______ any sugar on the shelf. 

d) ________ at what you have done! 

e) I _______ a man with a dog crossing the street. 

f) Kindness is the language that the deaf can hear and the blind can _______. 

g) ________ at that amazing picture. Do you know who painted it? 

h) Can you _________ the blackboard from your seat?  

i) __________ at the map and find Turkey. 

 

26.  Complete the following sentences with shut or close in the correct 

form. 

a) I _______ my computer down and went home. 

b) ______ the gas off before you try to fix the cooker. 

c) They are killed in the ________ moments of the film. 

d) The road was _______ because of an accident earlier. 

e) Few tickets have sold and the musical will _______ at the end of the month. 

f) The police _______ the case because they had no evidence or leads. 

g) The shop's having a _______ down sale next week. 

h) He _______ himself away after his wife's death and didn't see anyone. 

i) They caught the criminal the next day, with all the evidence; it was an open and 

_________ case. 

 

27.  Complete the following sentences with stay or remain in the correct 

form. 

a) Can you ________ after the lesson to help me? 

b) The supermarkets  ________ open until midnight. 

c) After the flood, nothing _______ in the city. 

d) The economy ________ fragile. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/open
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e) How long is he planning to ________ in our house? 

f) His family _________ at home while he looked for work in Paris. 

g) She ______ at the hostel for two days. 

h) I have done three exercises and two ________.  

i) It was raining so hard that I ________ at my friend's the whole night. 

 

28. Complete the following sentences with steal or steel in the correct 

form. 

a) Robin Hood decided to _________ from the rich and give to the poor. 

b) She was caught __________ food from the supermarket. 

c) He _________ himself for the awful truth. 

d) She _________ herself to jump out of the plane. 

e) They were so poor they had to _______ in order to eat. 

f) He _________ himself to face his enemies. 

g) They broke into cars to _______ the radios. 

h) David was accused of _________ from the shop. 

i) She had been expecting changes and had _________ herself not to resent 

them. 

 

29. Complete the following sentences with wander or wonder in the 

correct form. 

a) What are they going to do now, I ________? 

b) I __________ if I’ll recognize him after all these years. 

c) He was found __________ the streets of Las Vegas. 

d) She __________ aimlessly around the playground. 

e) She ___________ who'd sent her that flowers. 

f) She was found two hours later, __________ the streets, lost. 

g) I _________ if they’ll get married. 

h) How did you find out?’ she __________. 

i) Kate _________ into the kitchen to make breakfast. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/face
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30.  Complete the following sentences with wear or carry in the correct 

form. 

a) My grandmother _________ glasses. 

b) When I opened the door, I saw Katy ________ a bunch of flowers. 

c) Police officers in Britain do not usually _________ guns. 

d) Does she _______ a make-up? 

e) I have a suit but I only _________ it on holidays. 

f) He _________ his cup of tea back to his table. 

g) It was fashionable for men to ________ a beard and moustache. 

h) Mum ________ fruits in the basket. 

i) Can you help me to ________ this box? I can't lift it all by myself. 
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KEYS 

1. a) accept; b) accept; c) except; d) except; e) except; f) accept; g) accept; 

h) accept; i) excepted. 

2.  a) assures; b) ensure; c) ensure; d) assured; e) assure; f) ensured; g) assured; 

h) ensure; i) ensure. 

3.  a)  bear; b) bear; c) bares; d) bare; e) bear; f) bear; g) beared; h) bearing;  i) bear. 

4. a) been to; b) been to; c) gone; d) been to; e) gone to; f) been to; g) been to; 

h) gone to; i) been to. 

5. a) broke; b) breaks; c) break; d) break; e) break; f) brake; g) broken; h) broke; 

i) breaking. 

6. a) lent; b) lend; c) borrowed; d) borrow; e)  borrows; f) lends; g) borrow; h) lent; 

i) lends. 

7.  a) confirm; b) conform; c) confirm; d) conform; e) confirm; f) conform; 

g) conform;  h) has confirmed; i) confirm. 

8.  a) check; b) check; c) control; d) control; e) checks; f) check; g) controls; 

h) control; i) checked. 

9. a) refused; b) refused; c) deny; d) denied; e) refused; f) denying; g) refuses; 

h) deny;  i) denied. 

10. a) discovered; b) invented; c) discovered; d) invented; e) discovered; 

f) discovered; g) was invented;  h) was discovered; i) invent. 

11.  a) emigrate; b) immigrate; c) immigrated; d) emigrated; e) emigrate; 

f) immigrated; g) immigrated; h) emigrate.  

12.  a) finished; b) finished/ended; c) finished; d) finished; e) end; f) ended; 

g) finishes; h) finished;  i) ends. 

13.  a) expand; b) expend; c) expand; d) expand; e) expand; f) expends; g) expand; 

h) expend; i) expended. 

14.  a) hope; b) expect; c) hope; d) hope; e) expect; f) expect; g) expecting; h) hope; 

i) hope. 

15. a) infers; b) infer; c) implies; d) implies; e) infer; f) implying; g) infer; 

h) implying; i) infer. 
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16.  a) laying; b) lay; c) lying; d) lay; e) lie; f) lying; g) laid; h) laid; i) laid.  

17.  a) learn; b) learning; c) studying; d) study; e) learnt; f) study; g) study; h) learn; 

i) studying.  

18.  a) heard; b) listening; c) heard; d) listening to; e) hear; f) listen; g) hear;  

h) listen;  i) hear. 

19.  a) look like; b) look like; c) looks; d) looks like; e) look; f) looks; g) look like; 

h) look; i) looked. 

20. a) lost; b) lose; c) misses; d) miss; e) lost; f) miss; g) missed; h) missed; i) lose. 

21. a) raised; b) raised; c) raise; d) rises; e) raise; f) rises; g) raise; h) rise; i) rise. 

22.  a) remember; b) remind; c)  remind; d) remember; e) remind; f) remembered; 

g) remember; h) reminding;  i) reminds. 

23.  a) stole; b) robbed; c) stole; d) robbed; e) robbed; f) stolen; g) steal;  h) stolen;  

i) rob. 

24. a) said; b) told; c) said; d) said; e) told; f) say; g) say; h) tell; i) tell. 

25.  a) look; b) see; c) see; d) look; e) saw; f) see; g) look; h) see; i) look. 

26.  a) close/shut; b) shut; c) closing; d) closed; e) close/shut; f) close/shut; g) 

closing; h) shut; i) shut. 

27. a) stay; b) stay; c) remained; d) remains; e) stay; f) remained; g) stayed; 

h) remained; i) stayed.  

28.  a) steal; b) stealing; c) steeled; d) steeled; e) steal; f) steeled; g) steal; h) stealing;  

i) steeled.  

29.  a) wonder; b) wonder; c) wandering; d)  wandered; e) wondered; f) wandering; 

g) wonder; h) wondered; i) wandered. 

30.  а) wears; b) carrying; c) carry; d) wear; e) wear; f) carried; g) wear; h) carries; 

i) carry.  
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