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ВСТУП 

Кожен перекладач, лінгвіст та й будь-яка людина, яка вивчає іноземні мови, 

усвідомлює, що наявність великого активного словникового запасу та вміння 

складати граматично вірні речення є основними, але не найважливішими 

складовими на шляху до опанування мови. Чим більше знаєш про історію, культуру, 

традиції та державний лад країни, мову котрої вивчаєш, тим краще розумієш 

ментальність носіїв, їх погляди та переконання.  

Дані методичні вказівки будуть корисними для студентів перекладацьких і 

лінгвістичних спеціальностей та аспірантів, у яких виникають труднощі при 

перекладі топонімів та слів-реалій, а також для всіх, хто цікавиться представленою 

темою. 

Структурно ці методичні вказівки складаються з 3 розділів: 

1. У першому розділі міститься інформація про колоніальну Америку. 

Розповідається про перші колонії, Нову Англію, континентальний конгрес, тощо. 

2. У другому розділі розповідається про ранні роки існування США. 

Розглядаються такі теми як Американcька війна за незалежність, заснування США, 

війни з тубільцями, кінець рабства, підйом США та участь Сполучених Штатів 

Америки у першій та другій світовій війнах. 

3. Третій розділ містить відомості про сучасні США, рух за громадянські права, 

війну у В’єтнамі та про США у 21 столітті. 

Для перевірки знань та перекладацьких навичок кожен розділ містить завдання 

різних типів, серед них: прочитати та ознайомитися з текстом, відповісти на питання 

за текстом, звернути увагу на нові слова, перекласти слова у швидкому темпі, 

заповнити пропуски, перекласти англійською/українською мовою уривок тексту або 

словосполучення, з‘єднати географічні об’єкти з їх описом та ін. 
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1. COLONIAL AMERICA 

1. Read the following textpaying attention to the words in bold. 

1.1 The First Colonies in North America  

The first Europeans to establish colonies in North America were the Spanish. In 

1526, a Spaniard called Lucas Vazquez de Ayllon attempted to found a colony in Carolina. 

The first English attempt to colonize North America was made by a man named Sir 

Humphrey Gilbert. In 1578, Queen Elizabeth granted him permission to establish a colony 

there. However, Gilbert soon abandoned the venture. Gilbert was lost on the voyage 

home. 

However, his half-brother, Walter Raleigh, made another attempt to found a colony. 

In January 1585, Queen Elizabeth the 'Virgin Queen' allowed him to call the place 

Virginia, after her.  

In 1611, Sir Thomas Dale became the Governor of the colony. He introduced strict 

discipline with a code of laws called 'Laws, Divine, Moral and Martial'.  

In 1612, a man named John Rolfe began growing tobacco. Exports of tobacco soon 

became the mainstay of the Virginian economy. 

1.2 The Pilgrim Fathers and New England 

 

Picture 1.1 – Fishing Industry of New England 
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Meanwhile, a fishing settlement was founded in New Hampshire in 1623. Unlike the 

southern states,which were overwhelmingly agri-cultural New England developed a partly 

mercantile economy. Fishing was an important industry. 

The Europeans introduced many diseases to which the natives had little or no 

resistance. As a result, many natives died and their number declined sharply. In 1675-

1676, the colonists’ heavy-handed treatment of the natives led to King Philip's War. The 

defeatof the natives effectively meant that the colonists now had mastery of New England. 

 1.3 No Taxation without Representation  

 In 1764 the British Prime Minister, George Grenville, passed the Sugar Act. (So 

called because it affected imports of molasses from the West Indies.) The act actually 

reduced duty on molasses, but steps were taken to make sure it was collected.However, 

most offence was caused by the Stamp Act of 1765, which imposed duty on legal 

documents, newspapers and playing cards. The Americans believed that since they were 

not represented in the British parliament it had no right to impose taxes on them. In the 

immortal phrase «no taxation without representation» the Stamp Act soon proved to be 

unenforceable.  

 1.4 The Boston Massacre and the Boston Tea Party 

 

Picture 1.2 – The Boston Tea Party 
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In March 1770 group of people in Boston threw snowballs at British soldiers. The 

soldiers opened fire, killing 5 people and wounding 6 of them. 6 of the 8 soldiers put on 

trial for the deaths were acquitted. Two were found guilty of manslaughter and were 

branded on the thumb. The British failure to execute anybody for the Boston massacre 

outraged American opinion. 

In 1773, the British East India Company sent tea to the American colonies to sell. 

Three ships were sent to Boston with 298 chests of tea. However, Boston was a center of 

resistance to the British. On 16 December 1773, men dressed as Indians boarded the ships 

and threw the tea into the sea.In 1774, a series of laws were passed called the Coercive or 

Intolerable Acts. 

1.5  The Continental Congress 

In September 1774, a Continental Congress met to decide policy. They demanded the 

repeal of the Coercive Acts and of the Quebec Act.  

 

Picture 1.3 – The Declaration of Independence by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776 

On 19 April 1775, British soldiers attempted to seize a colonial arms dump near 

Concord. At Lexington the British were met by the militia. The British advanced to 
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Concord and fired upon the militia but then withdrew. They retreated back to Boston with 

the Americans firing at them along the way. The American Revolution had 

begun.Eventually, the British were evacuated by sea to Canada. 

The Continental Congress hoped they could force the British to negotiate, but George 

III refused to compromise. Instead, in August 1775, he declared that all the American 

colonies were in a state of rebellion.  

In May 1776, Congress decided that royal government should cease and government 

should be 'under the authority of the people'. Subsequently, the colonies drew up state 

constitutions to replace their charters. 

On 7 June 1776 Richard Henry Lee of the Virginia Assembly presented Congress 

with resolutions declaring the independence of the colonies, calling for a confederation 

and expressed the need to find foreign allies for a war against Britain. On 11 June 

Congress appointed a committee to write a declaration of independence. It was signed on 4 

July, 1776. 

GLOSSARY 

venture ризикована справа 

voyage  плавання, подорож 

mainstay  головна підтримка, опора 

mercantile  торговельний, меркантильний 

resistance опір, протидія, оборона 

molasses  патока 

unenforceable невиконаний 

to acquit виправдовувати 

to brand on the thumb робити помітки на долоні, що символізують 

скоєні злочини 

massacre різанина 

Coercive  Примусовий 

Intolerable Нестерпний 

repeal  скасування 

militia ополчення 

to retreat відступати 
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to draw up state constitutions  складати державні конституції 

charters статути, привілеї 

2. Answer the following questions: 

1) Who did the first English attempt to colonize North America and when? 

2) Why was the colony found by Walter Raleigh called Virginia? 

3) Whichcode of laws did Sir Thomas Dale introduce? 

4) What was the mainstay of the Virginian economy? 

5) Where was fishing settlement founded and when? 

6) Why did many natives die and their number decline sharplyin 17
th

 century? 

7) What led to King Philip's War? 

8) What is the story behind the phrase «no taxation without representation»? 

9) Name the consequences of the Boston massacre. 

10) Why did the American coloniesthrow away the tea the British East India Company 

had sent to them in 1773? 

11) What series of laws were passed in 1774? 

12) What was reason of the American Revolution in 1775? 

13) What did Congress decide in May 1776? 

14) Who presented Congress with resolutions declaring the independence of the 

colonies? 

15) What is special about 4 July 1776? 

3. Translate into English: 

1) У березні 1770 року група людей у Бостоні кидали снігові кулі на 

британських солдатів. Солдати відкрили вогонь, тим самим вбили 5 людей та 

поранили 6. 6 із 8 солдатів, винесених під суд за загибель, були виправдані. Двоє 

були визнані винними у вчиненні вбивства, та їм було зроблено помітки на долоні, 

що символізувалискоєні злочини. Нездатність англійців стратити винних за 

бостонську різанину обурила американців. 

2) У 1773 році Британська Ост-Індійська компанія відправила чай в 

американські колонії на продаж. Три кораблі були відправлені до Бостона з 298 
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скринями чаю. Однак Бостон був центром опору британців. 16-го грудня 1773 року 

чоловіки, одягнені як індіанці, сіли на кораблі і викинули чай у море.  

4. Fill in the gaps with the terms in italics. Translate the sentences into Ukrainian: 

Resistance, mercantile, mainstay, militia, unenforceable, charters, declined, 

royal, negotiate. 

1) Exports of tobacco soon became the ………. of the Virginian economy. 

2) In the immortal phrase «no taxation without representation» the Stamp Act soon 

proved to be ………. .  

3) Unlike the southern states,which were overwhelmingly agri-cultural New England 

developed a partly ……….economy. 

4) They retreated back to Boston with the Americans firing at them along the 

way.The British advanced to Concord and fired upon the ……….but then withdrew. 

5) In May 1776, Congress decided that ……….government should cease and 

government should be 'under the authority of the people'. Subsequently, the colonies drew 

up state constitutions to replace their ………. . 

6) The Continental Congress hoped they could force the British to ………., but 

George III refused to compromise. 

7) The Europeans introduced many diseases to which the natives had little or no 

……….. As a result, many natives died and their number ……….sharply. 

5. Match the person to the description: 

Sir Thomas Dale In 1565,he founded a settlement at St Augustine, 

Florida. 

George Grenville Spaniard, who attempted to found a colony in 

Carolina in 1526. 

Pedro Menendez de Aviles In 1584, he found a suitable place for a colony.  

Lucas Vazquez de Ayllon The British Prime Minister, who passed the Sugar 

Actin 1764. 

Walter Raleigh In 1611, he introduced a code of laws called 'Laws, 

Divine, Moral and Martial'.  
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2. THE EARLY USA AND THE RISE OF THE USA 

1. Read the following textpaying attention to the words in bold. 

2.1 The American Revolutionary War 

The British won the battle of Long Island in August 1776 and in September 1776 

they captured New York. A British force led by Burgoyne marched south from Canada but 

was surrounded and forced to surrender.The French declared war on Britain in 1778.Spain 

declared war on Britain in 1779 and the Dutch declared war in 1780. The Spanish and 

Dutch tied down British forces in Europe. 

The war continued for 2 more years before the Treaty of Paris ended it in September 

1783. 

2.2 The Foundation of the United States of America 

In 1777, Articles of Confederation were drawn up which joined the states into a loose 

federation. In 1787, each state sent delegates to a convention in Philadelphia to remedy 

this.  

The first Congress met in 1789 and George Washington became the first President. 

In 1791, ten amendments, known as the Bill of Rights were ratified. 

In 1845, fearing the Mexicans would invade Texas, President Polk sent troops under 

Zachary Taylor to the Rio Grande. The Mexicans ambushed an American patrol north of 

the river. On 13 May 1846, Congress declared war on Mexico. On 21 September Taylor 

attacked Monterrey. An armistice was agreed and the Mexican troops withdrew.  

The Mexican War was ended by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in February 1848. 

Mexico ceded New Mexico and California to the USA. 

2.3 The Pacific Coast of the USA 

The population of California boomed when a gold rush occurred. Gold was 

discovered at Sutter’s Mill on 24 January 1848. The huge wave of migrants createda huge 

demand for industries products and the Californian economy prospered. California was 

admitted to the unionasa state in 1850. 
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Picture 2.1 – Sutter’s Mill 

Meanwhile, in the 1840s and 1850s, many settlers traveled along the Oregon Trail. 

Thetrail was used by trappers from the early 19th century but the first wagon train traveled 

along it in 1842.  

It was followed by many others, but railroads eventually made the trail obsolete. 

Oregon was admitted to the union as a state in 1859.  

 

Picture 2.2 – The Oregon Trail 
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2.4 The Indian Wars 

 In 1794, American troops decisively defeated the natives at the Battle of Fallen 

Timbers. By the Treaty of Greenville, 1795, the natives were forced to cede most of 

Ohio to the Americans. 

Andrew Jackson later became President and in 1830 he signed the Indian Removal 

Bill which forced Indians east of the Mississippi River to move to Oklahoma. 

 

Picture 2.3 – Andrew Jackson 

In the years 1835-1842 one tribe, the Seminoles of Florida,fought a guerrilla war 

against the Americans. Most of the Seminoles eventually surrendered, but several hundred 

escaped and fought another war in 1855-1858. This was the Third Seminole War.  

2.5 The American Civil War 

The civil war was finally provoked by the election of Abraham Lincoln 1809-1865 as 

president. His policy meant that in future free states would outnumber slave ones. As a 

result, of his election South Carolina ceded from the union on 20 December 1860. 

Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Texas followed it early in 1861. 

Together they formed the Confederate States of America on 4 February 1861. Jefferson 

Davis(1808-1889) became the President. 

Fighting began on 12 April 1861. Fort Sumter was a Unionist stronghold under 

Major Robert Anderson. Fort Sumter was forced to surrender the next day but the Unionist 

soldiers were allowed to retreat to the north. Afterwards, both sides began arming for war. 
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On 2 April 1864, the Confederates abandoned Petersburg and Richmond. Finally, on 

9 April 1865, Lee surrendered to Grant at Appotomax Court House. That was effectively 

the end of the civil war.Johnston surrendered to Sherman on 18 April and the last 

Confederate army surrendered on 26 May 1865.However, Lincoln did not live to see the 

end of the war. John Wilkes Booth assassinated him on 15 April 1865. Lincoln was 

watching a play in Ford's Theater when Booth shot him in the head. Andrew Johnson took 

his place. 

2.6 The End of Slavery 

 At first Lincoln was reluctant to abolish slavery in the south. However, he 

eventually changed his mind. 

On 23 September 1862, he made the Emancipation Proclamation. Slaves would be 

made free in any states still in rebellion on 1 January 1863.  

 

Picture 2.4 – The end of Slavery 

However, the proclamation was followed by the 13th amendment, which banned 

slavery. It was ratified by December 1865. 

 Johnson appointed provincial governors for the former confederate states. However, 

although they were forced to accept the end of slavery southern governments drew up 

'black codes' which restricted black people’s rights, such as depriving them of the right to 

vote or to sit on juries.  
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In 1875 Congress passed the Civil Rights Act. By it all people regardless of race, 

color or previous condition, were entitled to full and equal treatment in 'inns, public 

conveyances on land or water, theaters and other places of public amusement'.  

2.7 The Rise of the USA 

 In the late 19th century, the population of the USA grew very rapidly. In 1860, the 

population was 31 million. By 1900, it was almost 76 million. Immigrants from Europe 

poured into the USA hoping for a better life. Many people were lured by the 

Homesteader Act of 1862. Settlers were offered 160 acres of land. 

American agriculture conti-nued to boom. Cyrus McCormick invented a mechanical 

reaper in 1834. In 1854, the first successful self-governing windmill was made.   

2.8 The USA in the First World War 

 When the First World War began in 1914, the USA remained neutral. However, 

Germany alienated American public opinion on 7 May 1915 when a German submarine 

sank the Cunard liner Lusitania, without warning. Among the 1,198 people killed were 

128 Americans.  

On 6 April 1917, the USA declared war on Germany.By September, the US 

commander General John J. Pershing was able to begin an offensive against the Germans. 

In September 1918, US troops destroyed a German salient at St Mihiel.  

German troops were pushed back until Germany surrendered on 11 November 1918. 

In April 1917, only 11 states allowed women to vote. However, in 1918 the House 

adopted the 14th amendment, which allowed women to vote. It was ratified in 1919 and 

came into effect in 1920. 

 The early 20th century saw internal migration in the USA. Many black people 

moved from the south to the north. Immigration into the USA was severely restricted after 

1921 when the Emergency Quota Act was passed 

President Hoover persuaded employers to maintain wages at their present levels. He 

also increased spending on roads, bridges and public buildings. The unemployed were 

reduced to attending soup kitchens run by charities. 
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In 1932, Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected President. He promised the 

American people 'A New Deal'. However, in 1937 the economy dipped again, and 

unemployment rose to 17%.  

 

Picture 2.5 – Franklin D. Roosevelt 

At first, Roosevelt persuaded Congress to pass a number of laws in a hectic period 

known as 'The Hundred Days'. On 12 May 1933 the Federal Emergency Relief Act was 

passed to help the unemployed. A Public Works Administration was created which built 

public buildings, bridges and dams.  

Despite all of Roosevelt's efforts the depression only ended with the coming of war. 

2.9 The USA in the Second World War 

On 7 December 1941, the Japanese attacked the American Pacific fleet at Pearl 

Harbor. The next day Congress declared war on Japan. On 11 December 1941, Germany 

and Italy declared war on the USA. 

During World War II many black people became increasingly dissatisfied with their 

position in American society. The Congress for Racial Equality was formed in 1942. 

From March 1942, people of Japanese descent, on the west coast, were interned. The 

USA's massive industrial strength made the defeat of the Axis powers (Germany, Italy and 

Japan) inevitable. Unfortunately, Roosevelt did not live to see the end of the war. He died 

on 12 April 1945. 
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GLOSSARY 

to remedy відшкодовувати 

to ratify ратифікувати, затверджувати 

to ambush влаштовувати засідку 

armistice  перемир'я 

to withdraw відступитися, відходити 

gold rush  золота лихоманка 

to prosper процвітати 

trapper пасткa 

obsolete застарілий, стертий 

the Battle of Fallen Timbers Битва опалих деревин 

the Treaty of Greenville Грінвільський договір 

to cede  уступити 

stronghold  цитадель 

reluctant  упертий, неохочий 

to abolish  скасувати, винищити 

Civil Rights Act Закон про громадянські права 

conveyance транспортування, перевіз 

to lure заманювати, приваблювати 

the Homesteader Act  Закон про садибу 

internal migration  внутрішня міграція 

the Emergency Quota Act Закон про надзвичайні квоти 

'A New Deal' "Новий курс" 

the Federal Emergency Relief 

Act  

Федеральний закон про надзвичайну 

допомогу 

to intern утримувати у полоні 

2.Answer the following questions: 

1) What ended the American Revolutionary War in September 1783? 

2) Who became the first President of the US? 

3) Which war did the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo end in February 1848? 

4) What was the reason of the Californian prosperity in the late 1840s? 

5) What did the Indian Removal Bill impose? 
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6) What provoked the American Civil War? 

7) What did Robert E. Lee’s surrender to Grant at Appotomax Court House mean? 

8) Explain how the slavery was ended. 

9) What were the 'black codes'? 

10) How did the population of the US increase from 1860 to 1900?  

11) How did the USA begin its participation in the First World War? 

12) What did the 14th amendment adopted in 1918 allow? 

13) How did Franklin D. Roosevelt try to stop the depression? 

14) When did the Japanese attack the American Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor? 

15) Why was the Congress for Racial Equality formed? 

3. Translate into English: 

Президент Гувер переконав роботодавців підтримувати зарплату на 

нинішньому на той час рівні. Він також збільшив витрати на дороги, мости та 

громадські будівлі. Безробітним довелося відвідувати супні кухні, якими керували 

благодійні організації. 

У 1932 році президентом було обрано Франкліна Д. Рузвельта. Він пообіцяв 

американському народу «Новий курс». Однак у 1937 році економіка знову занепала, 

а безробіття зросло до 17%. 

Спочатку Рузвельт переконав Конгрес прийняти низку законів у неспокійний 

період, відомий як «Сто днів». 12-го травня 1933 року було прийнято Федеральний 

закон про надзвичайну допомогу для допомоги безробітним. Було створено 

управління громадських робіт, яке займалося будуванням громадських будівель, 

мостів та греблів. 

Незважаючи на всі зусилля Рузвельта, депресія закінчилася лише з приходом 

війни. 

4. Fill in the gaps with the terms in italics. Translate the sentences into Ukrainian: 

Congress, declared, surrender, abolish, migration, armistice, lured. 

1) A British force led by Burgoyne marched south from Canada but was surrounded 

and forced to ………. . 

2) An ………. was agreed and the Mexican troops withdrew. 
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3) At first Lincoln was reluctant to ………. slavery in the south. However, he 

eventually changed his mind. 

4) Immigrants from Europe poured into the USA hoping for a better life. Many 

people were ………. by the Homesteader Act of 1862. 

5) Roosevelt persuaded ………. to pass a number of laws in a hectic period known as 

'The Hundred Days'.  

6) The next day Congress ………. war on Japan. 

7) The early 20th century saw internal………. in the USA. Many black people moved 

from the south to the north. 

1. Match the date to the event: 

 

September 1783 The assassination  of Abraham Lincoln. 

1789  The Japanese attacked the American Pacific fleet at 

Pearl Harbor. 

1855-1858 Lincoln made the Emancipation Proclamation. 

12 April 1861 The USA declared war on Germany. 

15 April 1865 Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected President. 

23 September 1862 The end of the American Revolu-tionary War. 

1875  The Third Seminole War. 

6 April 1917 George Washington became the first President. 

1932 The beginning of the American Civil War. 

7 December 1941 Congress passed the Civil Rights Act. 
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3. THE MODERN USA 

1. Read the following textpaying attention to the words in bold. 

3.1 The Civil Rights Movement in the USA 

The struggle for civil rights really began in the 1950s. In the south at that time 

schools were segregated. In 1896, the Supreme Court ruled that segregation was 

constitutional as long as equal facilities were provided for both groups. In reality, of 

course, facilities for black people were always inferior. In 1954, the Supreme Court 

recognized this and overturned the previous decision. 

 

Picture 3.1 – Rosa Parks 

In 1955, Montgomery Alabama had a law, which said black people must sit at the 

back of buses. In December 1955, a woman called Rosa Parks sat at the front of a bus and 

refused to move. She was arrested. 

In 1964, Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act, which gave all people equal 

rights in voting, education, public accommodation and federally assisted prog-rams. 

However, in 1965 black anger and resentment boiled over into rioting. On 4 April 

1968, the great orator, who’d fought for black people’s rights, Martin Luther King was 

assassinated. 



 21 

3.2 John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson 

In the early 1960s, Kennedy strengthened the American armed forces. He also 

created the Peace Corps, which sent volunteers to help with various educational, economic 

and welfare schemes in poor countries. 

In his foreign policy, Kennedy agreed to a plan to send 1,500 Cuban refugees to 

overthrow Cuba. The refugees landed at the Bay of Pigs in 1961 and were quickly routed 

by the Cuban forces. After that fiasco came the Cuban missiles crisis. The Russians placed 

long-range missiles on Cuba that were capable of hitting the USA.  

In 1963, Kennedy signed a Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, which was ratified by the Senate 

in June 1963. Kennedy was assassinated on 22 November 1963. 

    

Picture 3.2 – John F. Kennedy                    Picture 3.3 – Lyndon B. Johnson 

During Lyndon B. Johnson’s presidency several important acts were passed, which it 

was hoped would tackle the roots of poverty.  

The Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 provided for adult education and job 

training. The Medicare Act of 1965 provided health and hospital insurance for over 65s. 

The Secondary Education Act of 1965 provided aid for schools with large numbers of poor 

and deprived children. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 finally removed obstacles to black 

people voting. 
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3.3 The Vietnam War 

In the early 20th century, the French ruled Vietnam but in 1941 it was occupied by 

the Japanese. The Americans did not approve of European colonialism and had no wish to 

see Vietnam handed back to the French after the war. 

In 1954, the French were utterly defeated by the guerrillas at Diem Bien Phu. 

Afterwards, they withdrew and Vietnam was split into north and south. In the late 1950s, 

communist guerrillas infiltrated the south.  

In the 1960s, American policy in Vietnam was influenced by the 'domino theory', 

which said that if one country fell to communism neighboring states would also fall.The 

American involvement in Vietnam increased after August 1964 when North Vietnamese 

torpedo boats attacked US warships.  

 

Picture 3.4 – Vietnam War  
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On 3 April 1968, peace talks began. From 1970, President Nixon slowly withdrew 

US troops from South Vietnam proposing to let the South Vietnamese defend themselves. 

The last US troops left in 1973. 

3.4 The USA in the 21
st
 Century  

In the late 20th century, the population of the USA grew very rapidly, partly due to 

immigration. Today the population of the USA is 328 million.  

 
In 2008 Barack H. Obama was elected the first African American president of the 

USA. 

 

Picture 3.5 – Barack Obama, the 44th president of the United States 

A domestic initiative passed by the 111th Congress and signed into law by President 

Obama in 2010 was the Affordable Care Act, an important statute guaranteeing 

comprehensivemedical coverage to all Americans, regardless of age, sex, pre-existing 

health conditions or ability to pay. 

The Obama administration launched a successful operation that resulted in the death 

of Osama bin Laden, the leader of al-Qaeda, a global Sunni Islamist militant organization. 
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The operation took place on May 1, 2011, resulting in the death of bin Laden and the 

seizure of papers and computer drives and disks from the compound.  

On December 17, 2014, President Barack Obama announced a restoration of 

full dip-lomatic relations with Cuba for the first time since 1961. 

On June 26, 2015, the Supreme Court ruled, 5-4, in the case of Obergefell vs. 

Hodges that same-sex marriage was a constitutionally protected right under the 14th 

Amendment. Before the ruling, polling showed the majority of Americans approving of 

same-sex marriage 

Historians expressed various opinions about his effectiveness as president. Many 

noted that Obama presided over an economic recovery and passed major domestic 

legislation. 

In April 2019, Biden announced that he would run for president. He had tried and 

failed to win the nomination in 1988 and 2008. 

On November 7, four days after Election Day, Biden was projected to have defeated 

the incumbent president Donald Trump, becoming president-elect of the United States 

with 306 of the total 538 electoral votes, and 81,268,924 popular votes versus 74,216,154 

votes for Trump. Shortly afterwards, the Trump campaign launched several lawsuits 

against the results in the battleground states of Pennsylvania, Arizona, Georgia, 

Wisconsin, Nevada and Michigan, raising unevidenced claims of widespread voter fraud 

that were subsequently dismissed by several courts. 

Though Biden was generally acknowledged as the winner General Services 

Administration head Emily Murphy initially refused to begin the transition to the 

president-elect, thereby denying funds and office space to his team. On November 23, 

after Michigan certified its results, Murphy issued the letter of ascertainment, granting the 

Biden transition team access to federal funds and resources for an orderly transition. 

Two days after becoming the projected winner of the 2020 election, Biden announced 

the formation of a task force to advise him on the COVID-19 pandemic during the 

transition, co-chaired by former surgeon general Vivek Murthy, former FDA 

commissioner David A. Kessler, and Yale University's Marcella Nunez-Smith. 



 25 

On January 5, 2021, the Democratic Party won control of the United States Senate, 

effective January 20, as a result of electoral victories in Georgia by Jon Ossoff in a runoff 

election for a six-year term and Raphael Warnock in a special runoff election for a two-

year term. President-Elect Biden had supported and campaigned for both candidates prior 

to the runoff elections on January 5. 

On January 6, a mob of thousands of Trump supporters violently broke into the 

Capitol in the hope of overturning Biden's election, forcing Congress to evacuate during 

the counting of the Electoral College votes.More than 26,000 National Guard members 

were deployed to the capital for the inauguration, with thousands remaining into the 

spring. 

Chief Justice John Roberts administers the presidential oath of office to Biden at the 

Capitol, January 20, 2021. 

On January 20, 2021, Biden was sworn in by U.S. Chief Justice John Roberts as the 

46th president of the United States, completing the oath of office at 11:49 AM EST, 

eleven minutes before the legal start of his term. 

 

Picture 3.8 – U.S. President Joe Biden's official portrait, 2021 

In his first two days as president, Biden signed 17 executive orders, more than most 

recent presidents did in their first 100 days. By his third day, orders had included rejoining 

the Paris Climate Agreement, ending the state of national emergency at the border with 

Mexico, directing the government to rejoin the World Health Organization, face mask 
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requirements on federal property, measures to combat hunger in the United States, and 

revoking permits for the construction of the Keystone XL pipeline. In his first two weeks 

in office, Biden signed more executive orders than any other president since Franklin D. 

Roosevelt had in their first month in office. 

On February 4, 2021, the Biden administration announced that the United States was 

ending its support for the Saudi-led bombing campaign in Yemen. In his first visit to the 

State Department as president, Biden said "this war has to end" and that the conflict had 

created a "humanitarian and strategic catastrophe".On February 25, the Biden 

administration "struck a site in Syria used by two Iranian-backed militia groups in 

response to rocket attacks on American forces in the region in the past two weeks". This 

marked the first known action by the military under Biden.On April 14, Biden announced 

that the United States would delay the withdrawal of all troops from the war in 

Afghanistan until September 11 of that year, ending the country's direct military 

involvement in Afghanistan after 20 years. The decision, changing an upcoming May 

target set by the Trump administration, met with a wide range of reactions, from support 

and relief to trepidation at the possible collapse of the Afghan government without 

American support. 

On March 11, the first anniversary of COVID-19 being declared a global pandemic 

by the World Health Organization, Biden signed into law the American Rescue Plan Act 

of 2021, a $1.9 trillion economic stimulus relief package he proposed and lobbied for that 

aimed to speed up the United States' recovery from the economic and health effects of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the ongoing recession. The package included direct payments to 

most Americans, an extension of increased unemployment benefits, funds for vaccine 

distribution and school reopenings, support for small businesses and state and local 

governments, and expansions of health insurance subsidies and the child tax credit. 

Biden's initial proposal included an increase of the federal minimum wage to $15 per hour, 

but after Senate parliamentarian Elizabeth MacDonough determined that including the 

increase in a budget reconciliation bill would violate Senate rules, Democrats declined to 

pursue overruling her and removed the increase from the package. 
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Also in March, amid a rise in migrants entering the U.S. from Mexico, Biden told 

migrants: "Don't come over." He said that the U.S. was arranging a plan for migrants to 

"apply for asylum in place", without leaving their original locations. In the meantime, 

migrant adults "are being sent back", Biden said, in reference to the continuation of the 

Trump administration's Title 42 policy for quick deportations. Biden earlier announced 

that his administration would not deport unaccompanied migrant children; the rise in 

arrivals of such children exceeded the capacity of facilities meant to shelter them (before 

they were sent to sponsors), leading the Biden administration in March to direct the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency to help manage these children. 

On April 22–23, Biden held an international climate summit at which he announced 

that the US would cut its greenhouse gas emissions by 50%–52% by 2030 compared to 

2005 levels. Other countries also increased their pledges. If the pledges made at the 

summit are met, they will cut global greenhouse gas emissions by 2.6–3.7 GtCO2e by 

2030. 

On April 28, Biden delivered his first address to a joint session of Congress, in which 

he highlighted the effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines and addressed withdrawing troops 

from Afghanistan, the murder of George Floyd, and the storming of the U.S. Capitol while 

urging Congress to pass comprehensive immigration, gun, and health care reform. 

 

Picture 3.9 – Biden with his Cabinet, April 2021 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_Joe_Biden
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GLOSSARY 

segregation  сегрегація, відокремлення 

riot бунт, безчинство 

refugee біженець 

missile ракета, реактивний снаряд 

The Medicare Act  Закон про медичну допомогу 

deprived  позбавлений, нужденний 

guerrilla партизан 

to infiltrate проникнути 

'domino theory' 'теорія доміно' 

comprehensive  всебічний, загальнодоступний 

medicalcoverage медичне страхування 

seizure  конфіскація 

restoration  відновлення 

to preside  очолювати, здійснювати контроль 

legislation законодавство 

to amend виправляти, вносити зміни 

alleged  стверджуваний, нібито 

 

2. Answer the following questions: 

1) When did the Supreme Court overturn the decision about segregation? 

2) What was Martin Luther King known for? 

3) What did the Civil Rights Act signed in 1964 allow? 

4) Why did not Kennedy succeed in his plan to overthrow Cuba? 

5) What important acts were passed during Lyndon B. Johnson’s presidency? 

6) What did the US think of Vietnam condition after WWII? 

7) When was Vietnam split into north and south? 

8) How did President Nixon end the participation оf the US in the Vietnam War? 

9) Who is the first African American president of the US? 

10) What does the Affordable Care Act signed by President Barack Obama 

guarantees? 
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11) What happened on May 1, 2011? 

12) When did President Barack Obama announce a restoration of full diplomatic 

relations with Cuba? 

13) What happened on January 5, 2021? 

3. Translate into English: 

1) Внутрішня ініціатива, прийнята 111-м Конгресом і підписана президентом 

Обамою в 2010 році, була Законом про доступну медичну допомогу, важливим 

статутом, який гарантував загальнодоступнемедичне страхуваннядля всіх 

американців, незалежно від віку, статі, наявних умов здоров’я або 

платоспроможності. 

17-го грудня 2014 року президент Барак Обама оголосив про відновлення 

повноцінних дипломатичних відносин з Кубою вперше з 1961 року. 

2) 26-го червня 2015 року Верховний Суд постановив у справі "Обергефелл 

проти Ходжеса", що одностатевий шлюб є конституційно захищеним правом згідно 

14-ї поправки. До постанови, опитування показало, що більшість американців 

схвалюють одностатеві шлюби. 

Історики висловлювали різні думки щодо його ефективності як президента. 

Багато хто відзначав, що Обама здійснив контрольу піднесенні економіки та 

прийняв головне внутрішнє законодавство. 

4. Fill in the gaps with the terms in italics. Translate the sentences into Ukrainian: 

Domino, segregation, infiltrated, comprehensive, rioting, legislation, 

insurance, fall, deprived. 

1) In 1896, the Supreme Court ruled that ………. was constitutional as long as equal 

facilities were provided for both groups. 

2) However, in 1965 black anger and resentment boiled over into ………. . 

3) The Medicare Act of 1965 provided health and hospital ………. for over 65s. The 

Secondary Education Act of 1965 provided aid for schools with large numbers of poor and 

………. children. 

4) In the late 1950s, communist guerrillas ………. the south.  

5) In the 1960s, American policy in Vietnam was influenced by the '……….  theory', 

which said that if one country fell to communism, neighboring states would also ………. .  
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6) The Affordable Care Act is an important statute guaranteeing ………. medical 

coverage to all Americans, regardless of age, sex, pre-existing health conditions or ability 

to pay. 

7) Many noted that Obama presided over an economic recovery and passed major 

domestic ………. . 

5. Match the act to its essence: 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 … provided aid for schools with large numbers 

of poor and deprived children. 

The Economic Opportunity 

Act of 1964  

… established the United States Space Force as 

thesixth armed service branch, with the head of 

Air Force Space Command and U.S. Space 

Command. 

The Medicare Act of 1965  … guaranteescomprehensive me-dical coverage 

to all Americans, regardless of age, sex, pre-

existing health conditions or ability to pay. 

The Secondary Education Act 

of 1965  

… provided for adult education and job training. 

The Affordable Care Act of 

2010 

… gave all people equal rights in voting, 

education, public accommodation and federally 

assisted programs. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 

2017 

… provided health and hospital insurance for 

over 65s. 

The National Defense 

Authorization Act of 2020 

… amended the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986 based on tax reform. 
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