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FACING CHALLENGES AND RISKS IN A MODERN GLOBALIZED WORLD 

 

Abstract: Looking at the historical development of "globalization" from a philosophical 

perspective, it is a gradual process of history, a process of integration of human civilization, and a 

process of social evolution as a whole. Globalization originates from the power system with 

productivity as the core of human society, which has strong vitality and huge influence. China must 

conform to the requirements of the times, establish a global vision, establish new concepts of "win-

win", rule of law, credit, opportunity and security, follow the three scientific principles of 

distinctiveness, independence and fairness, improve the system, expand opening up, and adjust 

development strategies. Actively integrate into the tide of globalization. 
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  "Globalization" is an increasingly prominent social phenomenon in today's world, which has 

attracted the general attention of politicians and scholars from all over the world. People have made 

various useful discussions on it from different perspectives such as economy, politics, culture, 

history, and international relations. However, just like the study of all social phenomena in human 

society, it is of great significance to put globalization into the philosophical field of vision to 

examine and think about it, for correctly understanding and grasping the essence, origin, 

development motive force of globalization and integrating into globalization. 

Reflection No. 1: On the Nature of "Globalization" Development 

From the perspective of historical development, globalization is the inevitable result of the 

progress of human society. Let's talk about the time dimension first. Globalization is a gradual 

historical process with obvious time evolution. Trade across nation-state borders began as early as 

the Middle Ages. If this is not the germ of globalization, then globalization in the 19th century has 

emerged as the germ of historical development, and it has become an unquestionable objective fact. 

Although the term "globalization" did not exist 100 years ago, Marx and Engels touched the pulse 

of globalization. In the "Communist Manifesto", Marx clearly pointed out: "The need to 

continuously expand the sales of products drives the bourgeoisie to run around the world", "The 

bourgeoisie has opened up the world market and has made the production and consumption of all 

countries worldwide. "[1] (P276) That is to say, the germination of globalization came from the 

bourgeois industrial revolution and the emergence of the world market. In the 1980s, the term 

"globalization" appeared. By 1992, the then Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ghali, said in 

his speech to the United Nations: "The era of the first real globalization has come." The current 

Secretary-General Annan believes: "Globalization is a fact" [2]. It can be asserted that the 21st 

century will be an era of globalization, and this era will develop historically with the all-round 

development of globalization. Let's talk about the dimension of space. Globalization is a process in 

which human civilization continuously breaks through national boundaries and gradually moves 

towards integration, which has strong spatial expansion. As a new form of social civilization, 

globalization is dominated by the West, and the developed countries in the West led by the United 

States are the promoters of globalization. At the beginning of the 20th century, cross-border trade 

developed rapidly, in which the cross-border flow of commodities and capital was extremely active. 

For example, in 1914, the net capital outflow of the United Kingdom accounted for 9% of GDP, 

which was higher than that of Japan and Germany in the 1980s. 
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After "World War II", transnational business between western countries has become a trend 

again. Transnational corporations are important carriers of transnational operations. The 

characteristics of their global operations have brought about a qualitative leap in the global 

economy and the real formation of the general trend of globalization. Since the 1990s, the world has 

entered an era with the theme of peace and development, and globalization has become a surging 

tide sweeping nation-states. In globalization, there is no choice of participation or non-participation 

for any country, only the choice of active participation or passive participation. Even the most 

closed countries are slowly opening up, beginning to enter the global system of trade, finance and 

production as partners and market participants. In short, no country can be free from the tide of 

globalization. From the perspective of reality, globalization is a non-linear process of social 

evolution. The advancement of globalization has caused all-round changes in human society, and 

the most profound change is the change in the way people live. Globalization is first and foremost 

an economic process. The formation of trade blocs has weakened tariff barriers and accelerated the 

development of trade liberalization; the establishment of the world financial system has expanded 

the opening of financial markets, continued innovation in tools, widespread electronic transactions, 

and rapid progress in financial internationalization; The international division of labor continues to 

deepen, and the trend of production integration is strengthened. In short, capital, goods, people, 

services and even knowledge have begun to flow across borders on a large scale. According to the 

British "Focus" magazine statistics, there are 75 million people in the world working in foreign 

companies. The British "Financial Times" estimated that there are currently 20 million people in the 

world [2]. Changes in production methods will inevitably lead to major changes in lifestyles and 

ways of thinking. The increasing trend of economic globalization has forced nation-states to adjust 

their foreign strategies and reform their political and policy systems in order to adapt to economic 

globalization, solve the problems caused by the unsynchronized and uncoordinated processes of 

political modernization and economic globalization, and maintain the Stability, protecting the 

environment, maintaining fairness, safeguarding national sovereignty, defending national dignity, 

while ensuring the economic interests of the people, ensure that the political status and political 

interests of the people are not affected. Therefore, in the context of economic globalization, no 

matter whether it is a developed country or a developing country, politically, it is neither possible to 

stay in isolation, nor to adapt to changes.  

Culture corresponds to economics and politics. Economic and political development 

determines cultural progress. The linkage between economy, politics and culture is particularly 

prominent in the era of globalization. Economic globalization will inevitably lead to cultural 

integration. With the rapid development of science and technology, high-power radio and satellite 

TV have covered the whole earth, and media from various countries, especially the powerful 

Western media, can easily enter other countries. By means of the change of the way of 

communication, countries spread their national culture, such as religious belief, philosophy of life, 

values, way of thinking and ethics and morality in the world. The spread of culture is accompanied 

by commodity exchange activities. Since the commodity exchange in human society, various 

nationalities have started to contact and communicate with each other. With the development of 

commodity economy, people's vision and scope of activities are gradually expanding, and cultural 

exchanges are getting closer and wider. This indissoluble bond between economic development and 

cultural exchange determines that at the same time as economic globalization, the ideological and 

cultural exchange and integration of various countries and nationalities has become the trend of the 

times. Arjun Appadurai, a scholar who studies globalization, believes that the central problem of 

global interaction is the tension between cultural homogeneity and cultural heterogeneity. It must be 

clear that this tension stems from cultural homogenization. In a word, globalization is a trend of 

diffusion and radiation from economic globalization to non-economic fields such as politics and 

culture. Economic globalization, through the international exchange of commodities, labor services, 

capital and personnel, and the development and application of modern science and technology, has 

triggered a historic leap in people's production methods, lifestyles and ways of thinking, leading to 

globalization in a broad sense. Looking at the development process of globalization from the 
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philosophical dimension, it is inevitable to draw the conclusion that globalization is not only a 

historical category, but also an economic category; globalization is not only a complex historical 

process, but also a comprehensive three-dimensional process. Globalization is the inevitability of 

historical development. 

Thinking 2: On the driving force of the development of "globalization" 

Globalization is inherently an inherently contradictory process. Materialist dialectics tells us 

that contradiction is the driving force and source of the development of things. The contradictions 

of globalization itself are complex and diverse, which determines that the driving force for the 

development of globalization is a pluralistic system. First of all, the contradictory movement of 

productive forces and production relations in the world is the basic driving force for the 

development of globalization, and the accelerated progress of the productive forces is the basic 

driving force for the development of globalization. Marxism believes that the progress of productive 

forces is the fundamental driving force for the development of human society, and the development 

level of productive forces determines the nature and characteristics of social and economic forms. 

The change of productive forces, and further speaking, the change of production factors, will 

inevitably lead to the evolution of economic form. When this change completes the process from 

quantity to quality and is sufficient to highlight the characteristics of new productive forces, there 

will be a productivity revolution and production. With the change of relationship, a new economic 

form has emerged. Of course, this process is always continuous, gradual, and constantly evolving. 

In contemporary society, the productive forces are highly developed, which has produced enormous 

energy that cannot be bound by the boundaries of countries and nations, which will inevitably lead 

to the progress of social and economic forms, economic globalization, and then all-round social 

globalization.  

The rapid development of social productive forces provides objective needs for economic 

globalization. The development of productive forces increases production input, increases 

environmental protection investment, and decreases average profit. It is necessary to change the 

organizational form of old assets or capital, so that capital can obtain greater profits in the 

international flow. The development of productive forces also makes the traditional industrial 

structure aging and outdated, and urgently needs to be adjusted and upgraded. However, only 

domestic adjustment and replacement cannot meet the requirements of productivity development, 

especially for developed countries and regions, it is more necessary to carry out major adjustments 

in the international scope. The rapid development of social productive forces has laid a material 

foundation for globalization. The development of productive forces has brought about the 

innovation of production tools, the progress of production technology, the expansion of production 

objects, the improvement of the quality of producers, and the sublimation of managers' business 

philosophy and management level. The intensification and coordination of cooperation provide 

material prerequisites and material guarantees for the expansion and widening of the business 

scope. That is to say, the domestic division of labor and cooperation develops into an international 

division of labor and cooperation, the domestic allocation of resources develops into a global 

allocation, the domestic exchange of talents develops into an international flow, and the production 

activities of various countries develop into International production activities, etc., the material and 

technical conditions have been met, and the historical inevitability of globalization has obtained 

material and economic conditions. Second, the global scientific and technological revolution is the 

driving force behind the rapid development of the world's productive forces, as well as a powerful 

driving force for economic globalization. 

"Science and technology are primary productive forces". Marx also regarded science and 

technology as a "powerful lever of history" and believed that the scientific and technological 

revolution was a "revolutionary force that played a driving role in history". Comrade Jiang Zemin 

clearly pointed out that science and technology are increasingly permeating all fields of economic 

development and social life, becoming the most active factor to promote the development of 

modern productive forces, and in the final analysis it is the decisive force for the progress of 

modern society. The innovative development of science and technology provides a cognitive basis 
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for the development of globalization. Technological innovation requires and forms a modern way of 

thinking with the characteristics of systematicness, integrity, openness, precision and creativity. 

This modern way of thinking can eliminate the narrow-mindedness and backwardness of people's 

thinking under the traditional way of thinking, can change people's concept of self-isolation, enable 

people to systematically observe, analyze and deal with economic, political and cultural issues from 

a broad perspective. Make people show great deeds and historical initiative. That is to say, the 

modern way of thinking is the cognitive basis for the development of globalization.  

Globalization depends on the rapid development of science and technology and its wide 

spread around the world. Science and technology know no borders. This borderless nature requires 

scientific and technological achievements to break national boundaries and be used in the world, 

which will inevitably bring about the globalization of the economy and the tendency and trend of 

globalization of political and cultural development. The development of science and technology, 

especially the innovation and application of information technology and network technology, makes 

the exchange of information extremely fast. The earth seems to have become a village without 

distance in time and space. International economic, political and cultural exchanges have become 

extremely fast, and the connotations of exchanges are extremely rich. From production to 

consumption, from tangible trade to intangible trade, from political civilization to cultural concepts, 

everything is involved. The development of science and technology is never-ending, and its great 

power is not only reflected in the strong demand of globalization development and the expansion of 

international exchanges, but also in the internationalization of production and management. Modern 

science and technology have greatly reduced communication costs and transportation costs, and 

also increased the divisibility of production, enhanced quality control capabilities, and improved 

management levels. It can be said that modern science and technology have brought about a major 

revolution in production and management, and globalization of production, globalization of trade, 

globalization of finance, globalization of investment, and globalization of management have 

changed from possibility to reality. Therefore, the rapid development of science and technology not 

only provides a technical basis for globalization, but also strongly requires its acceleration to adapt 

to its own development. Modern science and technology provide technical conditions for 

international competition and cooperation. In the era of backward science and technology and low 

level of productivity, competition can only be carried out within one country or several countries. 

The modern high-tech innovation and its expansion with electronic information technology 

as the core make the number of competition subjects and objects increase day by day, the quality 

level is improving day by day, the competition relationship is becoming more and more intense, and 

the means of competition are becoming more and more diverse. In order to remain invincible, 

competitors must cross national borders to compete on a global scale driven by interests. Not only 

that, the high-tech innovation and its expansion with electronic information technology as the core 

also provide a broad stage and powerful means for competitors, making the world-wide competition 

from possibility to reality. 

Competition and cooperation always go hand in hand. The wider the scope of competition, 

the greater the scope of cooperation, the more intense the degree of competition, the stronger the 

requirement of cooperation, the stronger the force of competition, the more fully prepared the force 

of cooperation is. Therefore, global competition is bound to be accompanied by global cooperation 

and exchanges. In a word, the progress of science and technology not only provides inevitability 

and necessity for globalization, but also provides possibility for the process of globalization. 

Scientific and technological progress is the well-deserved first driving force in the dynamic system 

of globalization. Thirdly, multinational corporations are the main force driving globalization. 

Globalization is a natural historical process that develops continuously under the interaction of 

various forces, but it is by no means a "natural" process without a subject. That is to say, 

globalization must have a carrier, which is multinational corporations. The embryonic form of 

multinational corporations first appeared in developed capitalist countries such as Britain and the 

United States in the 19th century, and developed rapidly after the war. Forced by the fierce 

international competition, multinational corporations, with their strong economic strength, carry out 
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cross-border alliances or cross-border mergers, expand investment, production and sales fields, and 

gradually extend their tentacles from developed countries to developing countries, thus forming a 

global network of multinationals.  

At present, more than 60,000 multinational companies in the world, together with its 

700,000 subsidiaries, conduct global production and operations on a global scale, and have 

manipulated the world's top 13 production companies, 23 international trade companies, and 

international investment companies. 23 strong enough to control the trend of the world economy. 

Transnational corporations not only catalyze globalization economically, but also make social 

lifestyles, values and cultural concepts tend to transcend the boundaries of nation-states. Therefore, 

multinational corporations are the most important carriers and protagonists of globalization, the 

most active factors and the most influential forces in the process of globalization. Through 

philosophical thinking on the driving force of globalization, it can be found that globalization 

originates from the power system of human society with productivity as the core, and has lasting 

vitality and extensive and huge influence. 

Thinking 3: Countermeasures for Integration into "Globalization" 

No country can stop or change the historical trend of globalization with its own power, and 

any actions or even ideas that want to stray from or fight against this trend are absurd. China must 

conform to the requirements of the times, actively integrate into the tide of globalization, and take 

the initiative to meet challenges. Other than that, there is no choice. As a new form of human 

civilization, globalization's influence and consequences are first of all comprehensive and three-

dimensional, that is, its influenceIt covers the economic, political, cultural and other fields of 

society, and shows a trend of integration; its consequences are both beneficial and harmful to the 

development of all countries in the world, and the nature of the advantages and disadvantages is not 

absolute, and the neutral consequences are objective existing. The impact and consequences of 

globalization are still a dynamic process, that is, with the development of globalization, the impact 

and consequences of globalization will continue to generate, accumulate and change, and the effects 

of new and changed consequences will be different. . China must adopt grand strategies and big 

decisions to deal with globalization calmly. 

First, establish a broad vision of globalization. The world is an organically connected whole, 

and China is a part of this whole. The development of the world cannot be separated from China, 

and the development of China cannot be separated from the world. If China wants to keep pace with 

the times, it must establish a global vision, that is, it must always regard China as a part of the world 

system and think holistically; it must always put China's economic development and social progress 

in the development of the global system. Think in the trend, always pay attention to globalization, 

and stay in the trend of globalization all the time. History has proved that the vision of a country or 

a region is different, and the development time, pain and cost of this country and region will be 

completely different, and the relationship between them is inversely proportional. We must look at 

the problem from the perspective of globalization, not only to see the opportunities that 

globalization provides to China's development, but also to see the challenges that globalization 

brings to China's development. 

Second, establish a new concept of globalization. The concept of "win-win", the concept of 

the rule of law, the concept of credit, the awareness of opportunity, and the awareness of security 

are all new concepts that are compatible with the development of globalization. Whether we can 

observe, think and deal with problems dialectically with the new concept of globalization is directly 

related to China's economic development and social progress. Human beings need the globalization 

of coexistence, the globalization of "win-win", and the concept of "win-win" is needed to 

participate in globalization. The concept of "win-win" directly affects whether it can establish a 

lasting and close strategic partnership with others. The concept of "win-win" requires all countries 

to adhere to the principle of mutual benefit in international exchanges and cooperation, so as to 

achieve common interests and seek common development. The new legal concept is the need of the 

market economy, and globalization requires its participants to follow international rules and 

practices. The brand-new concept of legal system requires China's legislation to change from one 
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that emphasizes quantity and scale to one that emphasizes quality and efficiency, and from one that 

focuses on government promotion and behind closed doors to one that is market-led and open for 

reference. A legal system with Chinese characteristics that is in line with international practice. The 

new concept of legal system also requires China to administer according to law, to rule the country 

according to law, and to resolve international disputes and disputes through legal means.  

Build the concept of credit, strengthen the awareness of credit, and establish and improve 

the credit system. Confucius said, "The people cannot stand without faith". Credit is the foundation 

of a person's life, and it is also the foundation of a country. International credit is the foundation of a 

country's business development. From an economic point of view, in the era of globalization, the 

lack of credit makes it impossible to share global resources, resulting in waste of resources and low 

efficiency, which ultimately affects the development of the national economy. Opportunity 

awareness emphasizes seizing opportunities and forging ahead. The advancement of globalization 

has provided China with new opportunities for leapfrog development. Globalization has provided 

China with two markets and two resources, and China can use this to make up for some of its own 

innate deficiencies, and to exert the "late-comer effect", so that the latecomers come to the fore.  

The opportunities of globalization are both explicit and implicit, both actual and potential. 

Only by constantly strengthening the awareness of opportunities can we strive to create conditions 

and fully understand, tap, create and utilize opportunities. Security awareness is absolutely essential 

for China, a developing country. Globalization is a "double-edged sword", which not only provides 

opportunities for China's great development, but also poses severe challenges. The economic 

development lurks the economic crisis, the elimination of trade barriers also hides the danger of 

technical barriers, the stable development of the international society is accompanied by turbulent 

factors, and the cultural exchange is accompanied by the possibility of cultural aggression. 

Therefore, China must establish a comprehensive security awareness in an open state, pay attention 

to protecting itself, and seek advantages and avoid disadvantages. 

Third, follow scientific and reasonable principles. One is the characteristic principle. 

Although China is exposed to globalization at the same time as other countries, China is a 

developing country and a socialist country. China has its own national conditions and its 

development has its own characteristics, which determines that China is in the wave of 

globalization The problems encountered are different from other countries and regions. China 

should and must adopt different coping strategies from other countries and regions, which is the 

requirement of the characteristic principle. The second is the principle of autonomy. "Development 

is the last word." Fundamentally, globalization is a new development of new productive forces in 

the world and a great progress of human civilization. China does not oppose globalization, China 

supports globalization, and China joins the process of globalization with a positive and proactive 

attitude, but this does not mean that China accepts "Westernization" in its entirety, nor does it mean 

that China will fall into a "trap" and lose itself. China has always adhered to the policy of "mainly 

relying on self-reliance, supplemented by seeking foreign aid", and adheres to the principle of 

independent development while opening up the market. Self-development means actively grasping 

the trend of globalization, striving to create conditions for globalization, selectively utilizing the 

civilizational achievements brought by globalization, creating and developing oneself. The third is 

the principle of fairness.  

All developing countries in the world need equal globalization, and the principle of 

international market economy is also characterized by the recognition of the fairness of competition 

itself. "2000 United Nations Human Development Report" pointed out: "Global economic decision-

making is carried out in a world with extremely unequal economic power." However, the current 

international rules and international order pay attention to the unequal conditions of competition, 

the basis of reality and development opportunities. not enough. Developed countries have a solid 

foundation and strong competitiveness, while developing countries have the opposite situation. The 

strengths of the two are very different, but they face the same competition rules, which is unfair. If 

the principle of fairness is not adhered to, with the deepening of globalization, the development gap 

between developed and developing countries will become wider and wider, and the unequal status 
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will increase, which will eventually lead to "neocolonialism" under globalization. China firmly 

opposes unreasonable rules and order in globalization, and must strive for equal opportunities for 

the development of globalization. 

Fourth, improve the system and expand opening up. To improve the system, the most 

important thing is to improve the market economy system. To expand opening up, the most 

important thing is to further open up the market. The mainstream of the world economy is the 

market economy. Any country that wants to become an integral part of the mainstream of the world 

economy and benefit from economic globalization must engage in a market economy. Openness is 

the strong voice of globalization, and it is impossible for any country to develop and take off in a 

closed state. Market economy is the institutional condition for joining globalization, and opening to 

the outside world is the policy condition for joining globalization. After 15 years of arduous 

negotiations, China's accession to the WTO has created the necessary institutional and policy 

conditions for globalization. The establishment and improvement of the socialist market economic 

system will help China to establish a responsible and rules-abiding international image in front of 

the world, it will help to regulate the market, administer lawfully, improve efficiency, and form a 

fairer and more orderly market economic environment; Opening up is conducive to forming an all-

round, multi-level and predictable opening system and improving China's business and investment 

environment. 

Fifth, implement the strategy of sustainable development and the strategy of rejuvenating the 

country through science and education. The sustainable development strategy is a kind of equitable 

development strategy, which not only requires horizontal and equal development among countries, 

nations, and people, but also requires vertical and equal development between generations. From 

the day of its birth until now, capitalism has always retained the nature of making money for the 

sake of making money. Developed countries always transfer their own crises, such as economic 

crisis and ecological crisis, to developing countries. Globalization has exacerbated ecological 

damage and aggravated the gap between the rich and the poor. The implementation of sustainable 

development strategy is a rational response to unequal development and unsustainable development. 

In the era of globalization, the international competition is extremely fierce. The core of the 

competition is the competition of economy and technology. In the final analysis, economic 

competition is also the competition of science and technology. For the existence and development 

of a country, education is the foundation, and technology is the key. Only the development of 

education and the advancement of science and technology can provide human resources and 

knowledge resources for economic development and social progress. Implementing the strategy of 

"rejuvenating the country through science and education" is the only choice for improving my 

country's international competitiveness in the era of globalization. 
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