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PRESENTATION OF SINGULARIA AND PLURALIA TANTUM NOUNS
IN A COURSE OF RUSSIAN AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

This article considers singularia and pluralia tantum nouns, despite the absence of this topic in programs on teaching
Russian as a foreign language (RFL), it must be acknowledged that singularia tantum nouns constitute a significant
layer of vocabulary and are quite commonly used, and pluralia tantum nouns are closely linked to cultural discourse
and cannot be painlessly excluded from lexical system of the Russian language. Although this phenomenon has been
thoroughly studied in classical editions of Russian grammar, problems of category of number and in particular singularia
and pluralia tantum nouns are still widely discussed by modern linguists (as is noted, complex subjects can be designated
both as forms of singular and forms of plural, therefore the three groups of nouns can be found: pluralia tantum (a single
object indicated by plural: eopoma), a full-numbered paradigm (one object is indicated by singular: paxywxa), and nouns
with a paradigm fluctuation (one object is indicated by both singular and plural: 0sepv / dsepu); there is a dramatic rise
in the use of plural forms of many abstract nouns (puck, npooasica) forming a crucial change in the development trend
of Russian abstract noun number paradigms). We assume that in RFL teaching, it is important to follow the principles of
step by step presentation of theoretical information on this topic (common singularia and pluralia tantum nouns, their
grammatical properties, derivative characteristics; proper singularia and pluralia tantum nouns; synonymy, antonymy,
and homonymy of singularia and pluralia tantum nouns; occasionalisms, etc.) to help students reach a higher level of
Russian language proficiency.

Key words: singularia tantum, pluralia tantum, category of number, L2 learning and teaching, Russian as a foreign
language.
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IMPE3EHTANIA IMEHHUKIB SINGULARIA TA PLURALIA TANTUM
Y KYPCI POCIUCBKOI MOBHU SAK IHO3EMHOI

Y emammi pozensanymo imennuxu singularia ma pluralia tantum. He 36ascaiouu na siocymuicms yiei memu y npo-
epamax GUKIAOAHHSA POCIUCLKOT MOGU K [HO3emHOT (Oani — PAI), mpeba eusnamu, wo imennuxu singularia tantum
CMAHOBNIAMb 3HAYHUL NPOULAPOK JTEeKCUKU MaA € 0080 8xHCUBAHUMY, a imenHuKkuy pluralia tantum micno no6’azamni 3
KYIbMYPOA02IUHUM OUCKYPCOM | He MOJCYymb Oymu 0e3001iCHO BUKIIOYEHI 3 IeKCUYHOI cucmemu pocilicbKoi MO8uU.
Xoua yeti penomen documo pemenbHo 8UBUABCA 8 KIACUUHUX BUOAHHAX POCINICHKOI 2pamamuxu, npooiemu kamezopii
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yucna ma imennuxie singularia tantum ma pluralia tantum 30kpema npoooBI’CYIOMb WUPOKO 002080PIOGAMUCS CY-
yachumu aineeicmamu. Hanpuknao, idemvcs npo me, wo cKIaOHI peui NO3HAYAIOMb AK opmamu OOHUHU, MAK I
dopmamu MHONMCUHU, MOMY SUPISHAIOMb MPU epynu iMeHHUKig: pluralia tantum (okpemuil npedmem, NO3HAYEHUU
MHONCUHOIO: 80pOMA); Mi, WO MAOMb NOBHY napaouemy (00uH ob’ckm NO3HA4aAEMbCA OOHUHOIO: paKywiKa), ma
IMEHHUKU 3 KOIUBAHHAM Napaouzmu (00uH 06’ €Km nosHa4acmocs ik OOHUHON, MAK [ MHONCUHOI. 06epb/08epul).
3asnauaioms, wo 8i06ysacmMbCsi pizKe 3p0CMAHMA GUKOPUCTAHHS MHOJICUHHUX opM bazambox abcmpakmHux iMeH-
HUKIB (PUCK, npooadica), wo HA036UUAHO 3MIHIOE MEHOEeHYII PO36UMKY Napaouem Yyucia aOCmpaKkmHux iIMeHHUKIG
y pociticobkiti M08i). Mu guxooumo 3 moezo, ujo y sukiaoauri PAI easiciueo dompumyseamucs npuHyunie noKpoKkogoi
npesenmayii meopemuynoi ingpopmayii 3a memoro: 3a2anvhi imennukuy singularia ma pluralia tantum, ixui epama-
Muy4Hi gracmusocmi, 0epusayitini xapaxmepucmuxu, 81acHi imennuxu singularia ma pluralia tantum,; cunonimis,
aHMOHIMIsL U oMOHIMin imMeHHuKig singularia ma pluralia tantum; oxazioHanizmu mowjoy, wo oonomazae cmyoen-
mam nideuwUmMu piseHb 80J100IHHS POCIICHKOI MOBOIO.

KuarouoBi cnoBa: singularia tantum, pluralia tantum, xameezopis uucna, 6ueueHHs | GUKIAOAHHS Opyeoi MO8u,

POCICbKA MOBA AK THO3EMHA.

Introduction. No academic hours for singularia
tantum and pluralia tantum nouns can be found in
programs on RFL (Nagaitseva et al., 2014) due to
the scarcity of total number of hours allotted for this
discipline. However, humanities majors, graduate
students, and RFL teachers who want to delve into
the study of this phenomenon require an adequate
response to their request, and they have every reason
for this.

Firstly, singularia tantum nouns make up a signif-
icant layer of vocabulary in texts of different styles
and demonstrate high frequency of use. Pluralia tan-
tum nouns are closely connected with the cultural dis-
course and cannot be painlessly excluded from lexi-
cal system of the Russian language.

Secondly, when studying such nouns, their con-
nection with etymology, idiomatic inclusions, and
occasionalisms is normally tracked.

Thirdly, with their presentation, a comparative
analysis of such phenomena in Russian and learn-
ers’ native language / language of instruction can be
made.

Fourthly, it is awareness of the importance of der-
ivation that matters — with emphasis on most frequent
affixes and their semantic specialization.

Fifthly, studying this phenomenon may signifi-
cantly expand the vocabulary of learners.

Finally, formation of students’ skills in correct
reception and production of the above lexical units
clearly indicates a higher level of Russian language
proficiency.

Review of literature. Singularia tantum and plu-
ralia tantum nouns are carefully examined in works
on Russian grammar (Belousov et al., 2002; Shanskii,
Tikhonov, 1987; Shvedova et al., 1980; Vinogradov
et al., 1960; Vinogradov, 1972).

In Cambridge Reference Grammar of Russian,
pluralia tantum nouns are defined as a small set of
nouns that can occur only in the plural (noorcHuyuor,
wmanvt, cymku). Historically, these are entities
composed of paired parts. Singularia tantum nouns
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naming masses, by virtue of their meaning, are not
likely to be used in the plural. Still, a plural can be
used to show that masses come in various types (the
“sortal” plural) (comnu 6enxos, ghepmenmos, sxcupos,
caxapog). Nouns naming abstract qualities or events,
such as (npoussodumenvrocmes, eeruxodyuiue) are
naturally singular, but occur in the plural if the qual-
ity is manifested as different types (npespamnocmu,
cnocoonocmu) (Timberlake, 2004).

Problems of category of number and in particu-
lar singularia tantum and pluralia tantum nouns are
widely discussed in Russian linguistics.

Pluralia tantum nouns are defined as grammatical
forms of plural with conflicting plural forms, collec-
tive meanings and mixed, plural and collective syn-
tactic (Sobolev, 2005).

Objectively complex subjects can be designated
both as forms of singular and forms of plural, there-
fore the three groups of nouns can be found: pluralia
tantum (a single object indicated by plural: sopoma),
a full-numbered paradigm (one object is indicated by
singular: paxywxa), and nouns with a paradigm fluc-
tuation (one object is indicated by both singular and
plural: dgepv/0sepu) (Liashevskaia, 2001).

There is a dramatic rise in the use of plural forms
of many abstract nouns (puck, npodasca) forming a
crucial change in the development trend of Russian
abstract noun number paradigms (Gorbov, 2014).

The purpose of this study is to consider the basic
features of singularia tantum and pluralia tantum
nouns to be presented to international learners when
practical RFL teaching.

Main body of the research. Number, inflectional
category of noun, reflects extra linguistic reality and
denotes number of objects in opposition ranks of
singular forms and plural forms. These forms are
expressed morphologically (in a paradigm) and syn-
tactically (by usage of coordinated forms of number).
Meanings of number of nouns themselves are marked
synthetically (by inflections, suffixes, alternations of
consonants), analytically, and adherently. Nouns with
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two correlative forms of number have main semantic
opposition as follows: a single subject — not a single
subject.

A large group of nouns has only one form of num-
ber (singular or plural) as they express uncountable
objects. Nouns having only a singular form are called
singularia tantum nouns. Nouns that appear in the
plural form only are called pluralia tantum nouns.
They are common nouns and proper nouns.

Properties of common singularia tantum nouns are
as follows.

1. Common singularia tantum nouns can be
divided (depending on what and how they express it)
into 3 large groups: material nouns, collective nouns,
and abstract notions.

2. Material nouns denote substances of uniform
composition that can be measured but not counted.
Among them there are such groups of words as chemi-
cal elements and compounds (kuczopod, 6éooa), various
materials, substances (eama, negpms), food products
(cano, meo), plants (uecnok, kapmogenv), medicines
(acnupun, 1100), medical concepts (orcerun, enoit), etc.

3. Collective nouns denote an indefinite set
of objects as one indivisible whole. Among them
are groups of objects (meberv, 06y6v), persons
(cmyoenuecmso), fauna (3sepwve, e6opomuwe), flora
(kycmapnux, wunosHux), etc.

4. Abstract notions denote properties and actions
in an abstract way not allowing the idea of counting
(epycmo, kpacoma, bee, umenue).

Grammatical properties of singularia tantum
nouns are as follows.

1. All singularia tantum nouns denote objects in
abstraction from their quantity.

2. They have only one form — singular.

3. They are not combined with quantitative numer-
als, but combined with indefinitely quantitative words
(eopvl mycopa, mano 6030yxa, MHO20 20psi).

4. Material nouns and abstract notions in the form
of Genitive Case with a quantitative meaning may
have variability of inflections -a/~a2 — -y/~10 (vawxa
yaro, kyua xaamy, mroeo wymy). The same peculiar-
ity is observed when such nouns are combined with
prepositions 6e3, u3, ¢, om, do (be3 caxapy, ¢ 20100y,
om ucnyey, e 00 xcupy). Frequent is also the loss of
mobile vowels o and e (02oub — oeus, yeons — yens,
nenen — nenia, Kauleib — Kauiisl).

5. In monosyllabic nouns of feminine and mas-
culine gender ending with the consonant, the stress
is transferred to flexion in the form of Prepositional
Case (kposb — 6 Kkposu, enyus — 6 21yuil, ao — 8 ady,
paii — 6 paro).

There are some possibilities for singularia tantum
nouns to get the forms of plural.
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1. Material nouns may take forms of plural when
naming the species / varieties of substance (cyxue u
Oecepmuvie suna), as well as large masses of sub-
stance (geunsie 16001).

2. Abstract notions take forms of plural when
denoting specific manifestations of abstract qualities/
processes (manenvKue padocmu, uymvl 6 Momope),
as well as describing a sign of great intensity or dura-
tion (konoccanvuvie cosueu, nOCMosiiHvle OOU).

3. A particularly striking result of rejection of
organic singularity in favor of transition to object
integrity breaking plurality is observed in occasional
words occurred in fiction.

Gender markers of singularia tantum nouns: like
other Russian nouns, singularia tantum nouns have
traditional characteristics of gender (endings in Nom-
inative Case): for masculine — hard and soft conso-
nant (6ucep, arkoeonw); for feminine — -a/-s and soft
consonant (bopwba, bonmosHs, 3enens); for neuter —
-o/-e / -€ (ceno, nenue, HcUMLE).

As for derivative characteristics of singularia tantum
nouns, most of them are derived words which are formed
either without any affixes or with the help of affixes.
Non-derivative nouns are few in number, and meaning of
singularity is a component of their lexical meaning.

Singularia tantum nouns are formed from nouns,
adjectives, and verbs; they acquire corresponding
integrating meanings due to suffixes.

Singularia tantum nouns with meanings of “sci-
entific concept, doctrine, branch”, “institution”,
“property, attribute”, “collective” (mamepuanuszm,
buonocusn,  cepousm,  Oekamam, — ACNUPAHMYPA,
Kkyneuecmeso) are formed from nouns.

Singularia tantum nouns with meanings of
“abstract qualities”, “concept, property”, “collective”
(benusna, cnenoma, cmenocms, menioma, NbAHCMSO,
coipbe) are formed from adjectives.

Singularia tantum nouns with meanings of “action,
action in progress, its result”, “collective” (opyarcoa,
passumue, ygadicenue, be2cmeo, eoa, Hcumoe-ouimue)
are formed from verbs.

Suffix singularia tantum nouns include:

1. Collective nouns of feminine gender with suf-
fixes -6-a, -6-a, -us, -u-1, -ap-a, -op-a, -yp-a, -om-a,
-(m)uy-a (convimvba, nucmea, apmuiniepus, pooHs,
MowKapa, 0emeopa, KiueHmypd, nexoma, KOHHUya),
of masculine gender with suffixes -nux, -nax
(envuux, bGepesnsax), -am, -umem (cekpemapuam,
eenepanumem) and with the meaning of complex
composition (zom, cop, 6ou, mycop); of neuter gen-
der with suffixes -cmg-o, -ecmg-o, -b¢ (0opuyepcmeo,
yenoseuecmeo, SHUNLE).

2. Abstract notions of feminine gender with suffixes
-6-a, -om-a, -u3H-a, -UH-d, -UYy-a, -ayu-s, -H-s1, -ONMH-5
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(pesvba, kpacnoma, HOBU3HA, MUWUHA, ASUMAYUSL,
803Hs, 0Oe2OmHs), -OCHb/-eCmb, -HOCMb, -eMOCHIb
(6ausocms, ceedicecmv, CYuWHOCMb, YCNEBAEMOCHIb);
of neuter gender with suffixes -ue/-ve, -nue/-nve,
-mue/-mve, -cme-o, -eCme-o, -06cms-o (pagnooyuiue,
gecenve, mepnenue, mepnenbe, OMKpblmue, Wumse,
coceocmeo, Mydcecmeo, xeacmoecmeo); of masculine
gender with suffixes -usm, -asic (onmumuszm, mypusm,
A2AHCUOMADIC, UHCIMPYKINADIC).

Affixless singularia tantum nouns include:

1. Numerous nouns of masculine gender formed
from prefixal and prefixless verbs (pasbee, oborcue,
3anavl, omuos, 6ez, ces, 108, pocm).

2. Unproductive nouns derived from adjectives
and verbs ending in soft consonant and -a (Juus,
JIEHb, MOWb, WIUPb, MULb, PEAHb, SHUIb, HAJICUEA,
XaHopa, crasa, menos2a).

3. Nouns of neuter gender with non-derivative
stem (eope, 310, 000po, menio).

Prefix singularia tantum nouns are derived with
suffixes of opposite meaning we-, de- (Henpasoa,
Hesesenue, demonmadic) and with international mor-
phemes (6uoxumus, eeopuzuxa).

Prefixal-suffixal singularia tantum nouns are
formed from nouns with prefixes of 6e3-/6ec- and
various suffixes with meaning of “absence of some-
thing” (6ecconnuya, beccunue, 6e300posicve).

Properties of common pluralia tantum nouns are
as follows.

1. Pluralia tantum nouns are not numerous.

2. There are groups of words based on a collective
component with: proper collective meaning to denote
“paired” / compound items (roorcnuywl, yacet), a plu-
rality of something which forms a complex whole
(0enveu, xyopu, uaper); material collective meaning
to denote substances, mass in the aggregate (ciusxu,
oposa), the remains of something (06wedxu, onunxu);
abstract collective meaning to denote complex actions
(beza, nobou), lengths of time (kanuxynvl, cymepxu),
space (Oebpu), rites (umeHuHsi, NOXOPOHDL), games
(umenumnwi, noxoponot).

Grammatical properties of pluralia tantum nouns
are as follows.

1. Pluralia tantum nouns do not have any morpho-
logical forms of singular even as potential. Their sin-
gularity-plurality is expressed only syntactically.

2. Singular of collective pluralia tantum nouns is
expressed in combination with numeral odun (0onu
ouxu, cymxu) and plural — with collective numerals
(06oe oukos, cymok) and indefinitely quantitative
words (Heckonbko cymok, MHO20 OeHez).

3. Even more complicated is the expression of the
above dichotomy in material pluralia tantum nouns (cf.:
XJI0nbs — 00HA NOYKA X/IONbes — 08€ NAYKU XTIONbES).
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There is a difference in meanings of singularia and
pluralia tantum nouns and cognate plural and singular
nouns. Many singularia and pluralia tantum nouns, hav-
ing a formal correlation with the corresponding nouns
of plural and singular in the Old Russian language, par-
tially or completely lost touch with them and should be
considered independent lexical units. This phenome-
non can be exemplified by added meaning of “much”
(Oone — ooneu), “sort” (macno — macna), “‘consistency”
(8ec — gecwi), “inconsistency” (noxoii — noxou).

Like other lexical units, singularia and pluralia
tantum nouns are characterized by synonymy, anton-
ymy, and homonymy.

1. There are numerous archaisms among syno-
nyms: purely lexical (vero — 106, 1anumor — weku);
lexical-word-building (cope — copecms); lexico-pho-
netic, dating back to Church Slavonicisms (30pasue,
3namo, cpebpo).

2. Sometimes both synonyms are only singularia
tantum nouns or only pluralia tantum nouns, and
sometimes not (mradocms — Monodocmo, 1amol —
docnexu, ycma — 2yowt). Dimorphism of the old and
the new is connected not only with genetic continuity,
but also with the possibility of using it for seman-
tic-stylistic purposes.

Proper singularia and pluralia tantum nouns can
be characterized as follows.

1. These nouns are individual names of unique
objects (Xapwkos, Cymwi, Odecca, Kapnamwl, Kaskas,
Hsanos, Hanoneown).

2. The inflection of foreign proper names does not
always indicate the number (4Annanauu, Muccucunu).

3. Proper singularia tantum nouns which acquire the
form of plural may denote: a group of people (keapmupa
Usanoewix); similarity transfer (Mei 6ce ensoum 6
Hanoneonwt (Ilywxun)); author’s rejection of singularia
tantum nouns’ inherent individuality in favor of deper-
sonalizing plurality (On — pogecnux 6cex noxonewuil.
Kumenw [lpae, beprunos, Iasan (Posicoecmsenckuii)).

Occasional singularia and pluralia tantum nouns
appear in the language thanks to creative search of
outstanding writers. Their word-forming is quite tra-
ditional, but they are semantically creative, and this
contributes to the conclusion that they are a living and
productive layer of Russian vocabulary as a whole.
There are different formants used in word formation
of occasionalisms.

1. Singularia tantum nouns of feminine gender
with suffixes -#-s, -ocms, -6-a, soft consonant, and
without suffixes in -a/-1 (cxyibHs, OeeHs, 2)yibHA,
2nBlO6ACmMOCmb,  He80836PAMHOCb,  OVULUCTIOCTD,
Apb, PbsHL, XMApPb, HYOb, KPENb, GLANCH, IHCeMb,
édich, sCb, HUWDb, B00b, GeceHb, U8, cesmbia,
cepoumvba, neesa, npeocpossi).
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2. Singularia tantum nouns of neuter gender with
suffixes -ve, vé, -e6-0 (Monenve, wazanve, uspeuve,
0aMbé, MawuHbe, Con0amvé, aI0be, HepUmse,
2poMaodbé, pebsmvé. 2yneso).

3. Singularia tantum nouns formed by stem com-

position  (0obpowepwiasocms,  MUMOLEMHOCHD,
OPbI2OHOICECMBO, TH000OUECTNBO, WECTHUIMNAICHE,
KpUueooyuive).

4. Pluralia tantum nouns (JsiraHus, TEpexEBHI,
HEBHATHUI[BI, MEPEXJIFOH/INN ).

There are occasional forms of plural of singularia
tantum nouns (oHbl, cupeHu, OPOH3bL, X80U, XNebbl,
nuLIU, Yau, 8030yxa, 3010mda, Jicenesd, muHbl, OblLMbl,
Msica, MbMbl, NEXOMbl, APMULLIEPUU, MPAKU, SCEHU,
oemcmea, 0CeHu, 306bl, Opyxcobvl, 008U, CaABbI,
opembl, wecmu, CKYKU, Jcapbl, MOnomvl, OASPSHYbL,
npoxnaovl, mpenemol, ienemvl, 3100bl, UCCHYNIEHUS,
O0ep3nosenus, cuauus, ceoesonuss) and occasional
forms of singular of pluralia tantum nouns (uzepnuio,
cmux, 6yoenv, 8uia, neHam, OeHved, pyuHa, opuvlze,
noxoti).
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There are deliberate mistakes in making forms
(poe—pooicws, chee—cHecu, yucmonucanues pemécia),
word usage (orcoanue, bnecmenve, okpyscue instead
of oorcuoanue, bneck, oxpysicenue), agreement in gen-
der (xzaomusiii memenv), etc (Khairutdinova, 2019).

The above occasionalisms cannot be found in dic-
tionaries, their lexical meaning is not very transpar-
ent, and their true brightness can be discovered only
in context.

Conclusions. Thus, the above theoretical back-
ground on singularia and pluralia tantum nouns pro-
vides voluminous information about this phenomenon,
namely about forms and meanings, word-building
potential, possibilities of text harvesting etc.

Such knowledge gives RFL teacher a chance to
find the best way of singularia and pluralia tantum
presentation, to develop a necessary block of exer-
cises, to provide texts saturated with singularia and
pluralia tantum vocabulary (Nagaitseva et al., 2007),
so that students can reach a higher level of Russian
language proficiency.
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